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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Auf/ust 25, 1919. 

The following system of Drill Regulations for Infantry, pre- 
pared at the Headquarters, American Expeditionary Forces in 
France, is approved and prescribed provisionally for the infor- 
mation and government of the Army and the National Guard of 
the United States, and will supersede the Infantry Drill Regula- 
tions, 3911. 

Such interpretations of these regulations as may be neces- 
sary to adapt the drill to existing organizations will be made 
by the proper commanders. 

[062.12, A. G. O.] 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

PEYTON O. MARCH, 
General, Chief of Staff. 

Official : 

P. C. HARRIS, 

The Adjutant General. 
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INFANTRY DRILL REGULATIONS (PROVI- 
SIONAL), 1919. 



DEFINITIONS. 

Accessory defenses: Wire entanglements, land mines, chevaux- 
de-frise, traps, and other obstacles constituting the passive 
elements of defense. 

Accompanying weapons: One-pounders, light mortars, and artil- 
lery pieces attached to infantry battalions for an attack. 

Alignment: A straight line upon which several elements are 
formed, or are to be formed : or the dressing of several ele- 
ments upon a straight line. 

Approach trench: A trench serving to connect fire trenches or an 
intrenched area with the rear. 

Base: The element on which a movement is regulated. 

Battle sight: The position of the rear sight when the leaf is laid 
down. 

Center: The middle point or element of a command. 

Column: A formation in which the elements are placed one be- 
hind another. 

Containing action (or holding attack): An attack designed to 
hold the enemy to his positions, and prevent him from 
withdrawing a portion of his forces and employing them 
elsewhere. 

Cover trench : A trench designed primarily solely for the purpose 
of affording cover from hostile fire. 

Demonstration : An attack delivered on a front where a decision 
is not sought and made with the object of deceiving the 
enemy as to the point of decisive action. 
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DEFINITIONS. 



Deploy: To extend the front. In general, to change from column 
to line, or from close order to extended order. 

Depth: The space from head to rear, of any formation or of a 
position, including the leading and rear elements. The 
depth of a man is assumed to be 12 inches. 

Distance: Space between elements in the direction of depth. 
Distance is measured from the back of the man in front 
to the breast of the man in rear. The distance between 
ranks is 40 inches in both line and column. 

Echelon: One of a series of elements formed one behind the 
other. Also a modification of a line formation in which 
the elements on one or both flanks are disposed to the rear 
of those on their right or left. 

Echelonment: Act of retiring the flank elements of a line. 

Element: A file, squad, platoon, company, or larger body, form- 
ing part of a still larger body. 

File: Two men, the front-rank’ man and the corresponding man 
of the rear rank. The front-rank man is the file leader. 
A file which has no rear- rank man is a blank file. The term 
file applies also to a single man in a single-rank formation. 

File closers: Such officers and noncommissioned officers of a 
company as are posted in rear of the line. For convenience, 
■ all men posted in the line of file closers. 

Firing trench: A trench designed and constructed so as to facili- 
tate the delivery of fire. 

Flank: The right t,r left of a command in line or in column or 
the element on the right or left of the line. Also the side of 
a force or a position in the direction of depth. 

Formation: Arrangement of the elements of a command. The 
placing of all fractions in their order in line, in column, or 
for battle. 

Front: The direction of the enemy. When a combat situation 
does not exist or is not assumed, the front is the direction 
toward which the command is. faced. Also the side of a 
force or position toward the enemy. 

Frontage: The space occupied'by an element measured from one 
flank to the opposite flank. The frontage of a man is as- 
sumed to be 22 inches. 

Guide: An officer, noncommissioned officer, or private upon whom 
the command or elements thereof regulates its march. 

Head: The leading element of a column. 
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Interval: Space between elements of tbe same line. The interval 
between men in ranks is 4 inches and is measured from 
elbow to elbow. Between companies, squads, etc., • it is 
measured from the left elbow of the left man or guide of 
the group on the right, to the right elbow of the right man 
or guide of the group on the left. 

Left: The left extremity or element of a body of troops. 

Line: A formation in which the different elements are abreast 
of each other. 

Order, close: The formation in which the units, in double rank, 
are arranged in line or in column with normal intervals 
and distances. 

Order, extended : The formation in which the units are separated 
by intervals greater than in close order. 

Pace: Thirty inches; the length of the full step in quick time. 

Point of rest: The point at which a formation begins. Specifi- 
cally, the point toward which units are aligned in succes- 
sive movements. 

Rank: A line of men placed side by side. 

Right: The right extremity or element of a body of troops. 

Support platoons: The platoons of the company used as a sup- 
port to the assaulting platoons. 

Wave: One of a series of lines of skirmishers or small columns 
into which an attacking unit is deployed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

1. Success in battle is the ultimate object of all military 
training; success may be looked for only when the training is 
intelligent and thorough. 

2. Commanding officers are accountable for the proper train- 
ing of their respective organizations within the limits prescribed 
by regulations and orders. 

The excellence of an organization is judged by its field effi- 
ciency. The field efficiency of an organization depends primarily 
upon its effectiveness as a whole. Thoroughness and uniformity 
in the training of the units of an organization are indispensable 
to the efficiency of the whole ; it is by such means alone that the 
requisite teamwork may be developed. 

3. Simple movements and elastic formations are essential to 
correct training for battle. 

4. The Drill Regulations are furnished as a guide. They pro- 
vide the principles for training and for increasing the prob- 
ability of success in battle. 

In the interpretation of the regulations, the spirit must be 
sought. Quibbling over the minutiae of form is indicative of 
failure to grasp the spirit. 

5. The following important distinctions must be observed : 

(a) Drills executed at attention and the ceremonies are dis- 
ciplinary exercises designed to teach precise and soldierly move- 
ment, and to inculcate that prompt and subconscious obedience 
which is essential to proper military control. To this end, 
smartness and precision should be exacted in the execution of 
every detail. Such drills should be frequent, but short. 

(£>) The purpose of extended order drill is to teach the mecha- 
nism of deployment, of the firings, and, in general, of the em- 
ployment of troops in combat. Such drills are in the nature 
of disciplinary exercises and should be frequent, thorough, and 
exact in order to habituate men to the firm control of their 

11 




12 



SKILL. 



leaders. Extended order drill is executed at ease. The platoon 
is the largest unit which executes extended order drill. 

(c) Field exercises are for instruction in the duties incident 
to campaign. Assumed situations are employed. Each exercise 
should conclude with a discussion, on the ground, of the exercise 
and principles involved. 

(d) The combat exercise, a form of field exercise of the pla- 
toon, company, battalion, and larger units, consists of the appli- 
cation of tactical principles to assumed Situations, employing 
in the execution the appropriate formations and movements of 
close and extended order. 

Combat exercises must simulate, as far as possible, the battle 
conditions assumed. In order to familiarize both officers and 
men with such conditions, platoons, companies, and battalions 
will frequently be consolidated to provide war-strength organiza- 
tions. Officers and noncommissioned officers not required to 
complete the full quota of the units participating are assigned 
as observers or umpires. 

The firing line can rarely be controlled by the voice alone; 
thorough training to insure the proper use of prescribed signals 
is necessary. , 

The exercise should be followed by a brief drill at attention in 
order to restore smartness and control. 

6. In field exercises, the enemy is said to be imaginary when 
his position and force are merely assumed; outlined when his 
position and force are indicated by a few men ; represented when 
a body of troops acts as such. 

General Rules for Drills and Formations. 

7. When the preparatory command consists of more than one 
part, its elements are arranged as follows: 

(1) For movements to be executed successively by the sub- 
divisions or elements of an organization : {a) Description of the 
movement; (b) how executed, or on what element executed. 

(2) For movements to be executed simultaneously by the sub- 
divisions of an organization: (a) The designation of the subdi- 
visions; .(b) the movement to be executed. 

8. Movements that may be executed toward either flank are 
explained as toward but one flank, it being necessary to substi- 
tute the word “ left ” for “right,” and the reverse, to have the 
explanation of the corresponding movement toward the other 
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flank. The commands are given for the execution of the move- 
ments toward either flank. The substitute word of the command, 
is placed within parentheses. 

9. Any movement may be executed either from the halt or 
when marching, unless otherwise prescribed. If at a halt, the- 
command for movements involving marching need not be pref- 
aced by forward, as 1. Column right (left), 2. MARCH. 

10. Any movement not specially excepted may be executed: 
in double time. 

If at a halt, or if marching in quick time, the command’ 
double time precedes the command of execution. 

11. In successive movements executed in double time, the 
leading or base unit marches in quick time when not otherwise- 
prescribed ; the other units march in double time to their 
places in the formation ordered and then conform to the gait 
of the leading or base unit. If marching in double time, the 
command double time is omitted. The leading or base unit 
marches in quick time; the other units continue in double 
time to their places in the formation ordered and then conform, 
to the gait of the leading or base unit. 

12. To hasten the execution of a movement begun in quick: 
time, the command : 1. Double time, 2. MARCH, is given. The; 
leading or base unit continues to march in quick time, or re- 
mains at halt if already halted; the other units complete the 
execution of the movement in double time and then conform 
to the gait of the leading or base unit. 

13. To stay the execution of a movement, when marching,, 
for the correction of errors, the command: 1. In place, 2. HALT, 
is given. All halt and stand fast, without changing the position 
of the pieces. To resume the movement the command : 1. .Re- 
sume, 2. MARCH, is given. 

14. To revoke a preparatory command, or, being at a halt, 
to begin anew a movement improperly begun, the command,. 
AS YOU WERE, is given, at which the movement ceases and 
the former position is resumed. 

15. Unless otherwise announced, the guide of a platoon or 
subdivision of a company in line is right; of a company in line 
or line of subdivisions, center; of a rank in column of squads,, 
toward the side of the guide of the column. 

To march with guide other than as prescribed above, or to- 
change the guide; Guide (right, left, or center). 
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In successive formations into line, the guide is toward the 
point of rest; in platoons or larger subdivisions, it is so an- 
nounced. 

The announcement of the guide, when given in connection 
with a movement, follows the command of execution for that 
movement. 

16. The turn on the fixed pivot by subdivisions is used in all 
formations from line into column and the reverse. 

The turn on the moving pivot is used by subdivisions of a 
column in executing changes of direction. 

17. Partial changes of direction may be executed: 

By interpolating in the preparatory command the word 
half, as Column half right (left), or right (left) half turn. A 
change of direction of 45° is executed. 

By the command: INCLINE TO THE RIGHT (LEFT). The guide 
or guiding element, moves in the indicated direction, and the 
remainder of the command conforms. This movement effects 
slight changes of direction. 

18. The designations line of sections, line of platoons, line of 
companies, etc., refer to the formation in which the sections, 
platoons, companies, etc., each in column of squads, are in line. 

19. Full distance in column of subdivisions is such that in 
forming line to the right or left, the subdivisions will have their 
proper intervals. 

In column of subdivisions, the guide of the leading subdivision 
is charged with the step and direction ; the guides in rear pre- 
serve the trace, step, and distance. 

20. In close order, all details, detachments, and other bodies 
of troops are, habitually formed in double rank. 

To insure uniformity of interval between files when falling 
in, and in alignments, each man places the palm of the left 
hand upon the hip, fingers pointing downward. In the first 
case, the hand is dropped by the side when the next man on 
the left has his interval ; in the second case, at the command 
front. 

21. The posts of officers, noncommissioned officers, special 
units, etc., in the various formations of the platoon, company, 
battalion, or regiment, are shown in plates. 

In all changes from one formation to another involving a 
change of post on the part of any of these, posts are promptly 
taken by the most convenient route as soon as practicable after 
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the command of execution for the movement; officers and non- 
commissioned officers who have prescribed duties in connection 
with the movement ordered take their new posts when such 
duties are completed. 

As instructors, officers and noncommissioned officers go 
wherever their presence is necessary. As file closers it is their 
duty to rectify mistakes and insure steadiness and promptness 
in the ranks. 

22. Except at ceremonies, the special units have no fixed 
places. They take places as directed ; in the absence of direc- 
tions, they conform as nearly as practicable to the plates and 
in subsequent movements maintain their relative positions with 
respect to the flank or end of the command on which they were 
originally posted. 

23. General, field, and staff officers are habitually mounted. 
The staff of an officer forms in single rank 3 paces in rear of 
him, the right of the rank extending 1 pace to the right of a 
point directly in rear of him. Members of the staff are arranged 
in order from right to left, as follows : General staff officers, 
adjutant, aids, other staff officers, arranged in each classifi- 
cation in order of rank, the senior on the right. The flag of 
the general officer and the orderlies are 3 paces in rear of the 
staff, the flag on the right. When necessary to reduce the front 
of the staff and orderlies, each line executes twos right or fours 
right, as explained in the Cavalry Drill Regulations, and follows 
the commander. 

24. In making the about, an officer, mounted, habitually turns 
to the left. 

When the commander faces to give commands, the staff, flag, 
and orderlies do not change position. 

25. When making or receiving official reports, all officers will 
salute. 

Military courtesy requires the junior to salute first, but when 
the salute is introductory to a report made at a military ceremony 
or formation, to the representative of a common superior (as, 
for example, to the adjutant, officer of the day, etc.), the officer 
making the report, whatever his rank, will salute first ; the 
officer to whom the report is made will acknowledge by saluting 
that he has received and understood the report. 

! 26. For ceremonies, all mounted soldiers of a regiment or 
smaller unit, except those belonging to the machine-gun com- 
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pany, may be consolidated into a detachment ; the senior present 
commands if no officer is in charge. The detachment is formed 
as a platoon or squad of cavalry in line or column of fours — 
noncommissioned staff officers are on the right or in the leading 
ranks. 

27. For N ceremonies, such of the regimental and battalion 
noncommissioned staff officers as are dismounted are formed 5 
paces in rear of the color, in order of rank from right to left. 
In column of squads they march as file closers. 

28. Other than for ceremonies, noncommissioned staff officers 
and orderlies accompany their immediate chiefs unless other- 
wise directed. If mounted, the noncommissioned staff officers 
are ordinarily posted on the right or at the head of the 
orderlies. 

29. In all formations and movements, a noncommissioned 
officer commanding a platoon carries his piece as the men do 
if he is so armed, and takes the same post as an officer in like 
situation. When a platoon is formed in line for ceremonies a 
noncommissioned officer in command takes post on the right 
of the right guide after the unit has been aligned. 

ORDERS, COMMANDS, AND SIGNALS. 

30. Commands only are employed in drill at attention. Other- 
wise either a command, signal, or order is employed, as best suits 
the occasion, or one may be used in conjunction with another. . 

31. Signals should be freely used in instruction, in order 
that officers and men may readily know them. In making arm 
signals, the rifle or headdress may be held in the hand. 

32. Officers and men fix their attention at the first word of 
command, the first note of the bugle or. whistle, or the first 
motion of the signal. A signal includes both the preparatory 
command and the command of execution ; the movement com- 
mences as soon as the signal is understood, unless otherwise 
prescribed. 

33. Except in movements executed at attention, commanders 
or leaders of subdivisions repeat orders, commands, or signals 
whenever such repetition is deemed necessary to insure^ prompt 
and correct execution. 

In extended order during real or simulated firings, squad 
leaders, and if necessary, individual men transmit orders by 
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word of mouth along the skirmish line, always stating the source 
of the order. Transmission of orders by this means requires 
especial training. 

Officers, platoon and section leaders, and platoon sergeants 
are equipped with whistles. The major and his staff will use a 
whistle of distinctive tone ; the captain a second and distinctive 
whistle; platoon and section leaders and platoon sergeants a 
third distinctive whistle. 

34. Prescribed signals are limited to such as are essential 
as a substitute for the voice under conditions which render the 
voice inadequate. 

Before or during an engagement, special signals may be 
agreed upon to facilitate the solution of such special difficulties 
as the particular situation is likely to develop, but it must be 
remem' ered that simplicity and certainty are indispensable quali- 
ties of a signal. 

35. The ijse of signals with the technical signaling apparatus, 
rockets, panels, etc., is governed by the provisions of Liaison 
for All Arms. 

Orders. 

36. In these regulations, an order embraces instructions or 
directions given orally or in writing in terms suited to the par- 
ticular occasion and not prescribed herein. 

Orders are , employed only when the commands prescribed 
herein do not sufficiently indicate the will of the commander. 

Commands. 

37. In these regulations, a command is the will of the com- 
mander expressed in the phraseology prescribed herein. 

38. There are two kinds of commands: 

The preparatory command, such as forward, indicates the 
movement that is to be executed. 

The command of execution, such as MARCH, HALT, or ARMS, 
causes the execution. 

Preparatory commands are distinguished by italics, those of 
execution by CAPITALS. 

Where it is not mentioned in the text who gives the com- 
mands prescribed, they are to be given by the commander of 
the unit concerned. 

136655°— 19 2 
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The preparatory command should be given at such an interval 
of time before the command of execution as to admit of being 
properly understood ; the command of execution should be given 
at the instant the movement is to commence. 

The tone of command is animated, distinct, and of a loudness 
proportioned to the number of men for whom it is intended. 

Each preparatory command is enunciated distinctly, with a 
rising inflection at the end, and in such manner that the com- 
mand of execution may be more energetic. 

The command of execution is firm in tone and brief. 

39. Captains and commanders of units larger than a com- 
pany repeat such commands of their superiors as are to be exe- 
cuted by their units, facing their units for that purpose. The , 
company is the largest unit that executes a movement at the 
command of execution of its commander, except that at cere- 
monies and inspections the battalion executes movements at 
the command of execution of the major or his adjutant. 

40. When giving commands to troops it is usually best to 
face toward them. 

Indifference in giving commands must be avoided as it leads 
to laxity in execution. Commands should be given with spirit 
at all times. 

Bugle Signals. 

41. Bugle signals may be used in field exercises and practice 
firing ; their use on the battle field is prohibited. 

Whistle Signals. 

42. Attention to orders. A short blast of the whistle. This 
signal is used on the march or in combat when necessary to fix 
the attention of troops, or of their commanders or leaders, 
preparatory to giving commands, orders, or signals. 

, When the firing line is firing, each squad leader suspends 
firing and fixes his attention at a short blast of his platoon or 
section leader’s whistle. The platoon or section leaders’ sub- 
sequent commands or signals are repeated and enforced by the 
squad leader. If a squad leader’s attention is attracted by a 
whistle other than that of his platoon or section leader, or if 
there are no orders or commands to convey to his squad, he 
resumes firing at once. 

Suspend firing. A long blast of the whistle. 

All other whistle signals are prohibited. 
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Arm Signals. 

43. The following arm signals are prescribed. In making 
signals, either arm may be used. Officers who receive signals 
on the firing line “ repeat back ” at once to prevent misunder- 
standing. 

Forward, march; by the right (left) flank, march; to the rear, 
march. Face and move in the direction of march; at the same 
time extend the arm vertically to its full extent and lower it 
to the front (flank, rear) until horizontal. 

Quick time, march. Raise the right elbow to a position above 
and to the right of the right shoulder ; extend the forearm to 
the left, right hand above the head. 

Halt. Carry the hand to the shoulder; thrust the hand up- 
ward and hold the arm vertically. 

Lie down (or take coyer). Turn toward the skirmishers and 
raise the hand in front of the elbow, forearm horizontal ; thrust 
the hand downward several times, palm toward the ground. 

Double time, march or rush. Carry the hand to the shoulder ; 
rapidly thrust the hand upward the full extent of the arm sev- 
eral times. v 

Change direction. The hand on the side toward which the 
change of direction is to be made is carried across the body to 
the opposite shoulder, forearm horizontal ; then swing in a hori- 
zontal plane, arm extended, pointing in the new direction. 

As skirmishers, march. Raise both arms laterally until hori- 
zontal. If necessary, lower the arm in the direction of march 
after completion of signal as in forward march, etc. 

/4 s skirmishers, right (left), march. Raise both arms later- 
ally until horizontal, swing the arm on the side toward which 
the deployment is to be made, upward until vertical and return 
it to the horizontal ; repeat several times ; hold the other arm 
steadily in the horizontal position. 

Assemble, march. Raise the arm vertically to its full extent 
and describe large horizontal circles. 

Range, or change elevation. To announce range, extend the 
arm toward the leaders or men for whom the signal is intended, 
fist closed ; by keeping the fist closed battle sight is indicated ; 
open the fist once for 500 yards, twice for 1,000 yards, etc., and 
thrust the fist upward once for each additional 100 yards; to 
add 50 yards describe a short horizontal line with the forefinger. 
To change elevation, indicate the complete new range. 
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Are you ready? or t am ready. Raise the hand, fingers ex- 
tended and joined, palm toward the person addressed. 

Commence firing. Move the arm extended in full length, hand 
palm down, several times, through a horizontal arc in front of 
the body. 

Fire faster. Execute rapidly the signal “ Commence firing.” 

Fire slower. Execute slowly the signal “ Commence firing.” 

To indicate a new target. Extend the arm in full length to 
the front, palm to the right (left) ; swing the arm to right (left), 
and point in the direction of the new target. 

Fix bayonet. Simulate the movement of the right hand in 
“Eix bayonet.” 

Suspend firing. Raise and hold the forearm steadily in a hori- 
zontal position in front of the forehead, palm of the hand to the 
front. 

Cease firing. Raise the forearm as in suspend firing and swing 
it up and down several times in front of the face. 

Section. Extend the arm horizontally toward the section 
leader ; describe large circles with the entire arm. 

Squad. Extend the arm horizontally toward the section 
leader; swing the hand up and down from the wrist. 

44. The signals section and squad are intended primarily for 
communication between the platoon leader and bis section 
leaders. The signal section or squad indicates that the section 
leader is to cause the signal which follows to be executed by 
section or squad. 

Signal Flags. 

45. The signal flags described below are carried by the com- 
pany musicians in the field. 

In a regiment in which it is impracticable to make the per- 
manent battalion division alphabetically, the flags of a battal- 
ion are as shown ; flags are assigned to the companies alpha- 
betically, within their respective battalions, in the order given 
below. 

First battalion : 

Company A, Red field, white square. 

Company B, Red field, blue square. 

Company C, Red field, white diagonals. 

Company D, Red field, blue diagonals. 
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Second battalion : 

Company E, White field, red square. 

Company F, White field, blue square. 

Company G, White field, red diagonals. 

Company H, White field, blue diagonals. 

Third battalion : 

Company I, Blue field, red square. 

Company K, Blue field, white square. 

Company L, Blue field, red diagonals. 

Company M, Blue field, white diagonals. 

46. In addition to their use in visual signaling, these flags 
serve to mark the assembly point of the company when disor- 
ganized by combat, and to mark the location of company head- 
quarters in bivouac and elsewhere, when such use is desirable. 

SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER. 

47. The instructor explains briefly each movement, first exe- 
cuting it himself, if practicable. He requires the recruits to 
take the proper positions unassisted and does not touch them 
for the purpose of correcting them, except when they are unable 
to correct themselves. He avoids keeping them too long at 
the same movement, although each should be understood before 
passing to another. He exacts by degrees the desired precision 
and uniformity. 

48. In order that all may advance as rapidly as their abilities 
permit, the recruits are grouped according to proficiency as 
instruction progresses. Those who lack aptitude and quickness 
are separated from the others and placed under experienced 
drill masters. 

INSTRUCTION WITHOUT ARMS. 

49. For preliminary instruction, a number of recruits usually 
not exceeding three or four, are formed as a squad in single 
rank. 

Position of the Soldier, or Attention. 

50. Heels on the same line and as near each other as the con- 
formation of the man permits. 

Feet turned out equally and forming an angle of about 45° 

Knees straight without stiffness. 
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Hips level and drawn back slightly; body, erect and resting 
equally on hips; chest lifted and arched; shoulders square and 
falling equally. 

Arms and hands hanging naturally, thumb along the seam of 
the trousers. 

Head erect and squarely to the front, chin drawn in so that 
the axis of the head and neck is vertical; eyes straight to the 
front. 

Weight of the body resting equally upon the heels and balls 
of the feet. 

The Rests. 

51. Being at a halt, the commands are: FALL OUT; REST; 
AT EASE; and 1. Parade, 2. REST. 

At the command fall out, the men may leave the ranks, but 
are required to remain in the immediate vicinity. They resume 
their former places, at attention, at the command fall in. 

At the command rest, each man keeps one foot in place, but 
is not required to preserve silence or immobility. 

At the command at ease, each man keeps one foot in place and 
is required to preserve silence but not immobility. 

52. 1. Parade, 2. REST. Carry the right foot 6 inches 
straight to the rear, left knee slightly bent ; clasp the hands, 
without constraint, in front of the center of the body, fingers 
joined, left hand uppermost, left thumb clasped by the thumb 
and forefinger of the right hand; preserve silence and steadiness 
of position. 

53. To resume the attention: 1. Squad, 2. ATTENTION. 

The men take the position of the soldier. 

Eyes Right or Left. 

54. 1. Eyes, 2. RIGHT (LEFT), 3. FRONT. 

At the command right, turn the head to the right oblique, eyes 
fixed on the line of eyes of the men in, or supposed to be in, the 
same rank. At the command front, turn the head and eyes to the 
front. 

Facings. 

55. To the flank: 1. Right (left), 2. FACE. 

Raise slightly the left heel and right toe; face to the right, 
turning on the right heel, assisted by a slight pressure on the ball 
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of the le'ft foot ; place the left foot by the side of the right. Left 
face is executed on the left heel in the corresponding manner. 

Right (left) half face is executed similarly, facing 45°. 

“ To face in marching ” and advance, turn on the ball of either 
foot and step oft with the other foot in the new line of direction ; 
to face in marehing without gaining ground in the new direction, 
turn on the ball of either foot and mark time. 

56. To the rear: 1. About, 2. FACE. 

Carry the toe of the right foot about a half foot-length to the 
rear and slightly to the left of the left heel without changing the 
position of the left foot ; face to the rear, turning to the right on 
the left heel and right toe ; place the right heel by the side of the 
left. 

Salute with the Hand. 

57. 1. Hand, 2. SALUTE. 

Raise the right hand smartly till the tip of the forefinger 
touches the lower part of the headdress or forehead above the 
right eye, thumb and fingers extended and joined, palm to the 
left, forearm inclined at about 45°, hand and wrist straight ; at 
the same time look toward the person saluted. (TWO) Drop the 
arm smartly by the side. 

STEPS AND MARCHINGS. 

58. All steps and marchings executed from a halt except right 
step, begin with the left foot. 

59. The length of the full step in quick time is 30 inches, 
measured from heel to heel, and the cadence is at the rate of 120 
steps per minute. 

The length of the full step in double time is 36 inches ; the 
cadence is at the rate of 180 steps per minute. 

The instructor, when necessary, indicates the cadence of the 
step by calling one, two, three, four, or left, right, the instant 
the left and right foot, respectively, should be planted. 

60. The command of execution for all movements to be 
executed while marching is given as either foot strikes the 
ground, except as otherwise specifically prescribed in these regu- 
lations; the movement commences when the following foot is 
planted. 

61. All steps and marchings and movements involving march 
are executed in quick time unless the squad be marching in 
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double time , or double time be added to the command. In the 
latter case, double time Is added to the preparatory command. 
Example: 1. Squad right, double time, 2. MARCH (School of the 
Squad). 

Quick Time. 

62. Being at a halt, to march forward in quick time : 1. For- 
ward, 2. MARCH. 

At the command forward, shift the weight of the body to the 
right leg, left knee straight. 

At the command march, move the left foot smartly straight 
forward 30 inches from the right, sole near the ground, and plant 
it without shock ; next, in like manner, advance the right foot 
and plant it as above; continue the march. The arms swing 
naturally. 

63. Being at a halt, or in march ir quick time to march in 
double time: 1. Double time, 2. MAR ZJ. 

If at a halt, at the first command s'm ft the weight of the body 
to the right leg. At the command march, raise the forearms, 
fingers closed, to a horizontal position along the waist line ; take 
up an easy run with the step and cadence of double time, allow- 
ing a natural swinging motion to the arms. 

If marching in quick time, at the command march, given as 
either foot strikes the ground, take one step in quick time, and 
then step off in double time. 

64. To resume the quick time: 1. Quick time, 2. MARCH. 

At the command march, given as either foot strikes the ground, 
advance and plant the other foot in double time; resume the 
quick time, dropping the hands by the sides. 

To Mark Time. 

65. Being in march : 1 Mark time, 2. MARCH. 

At the command march, given as either foot strikes the ground, 
advance and plant the other foot ; bring up the foot in rear and 
continue the cadence by alternately raising each foot about 2 
inches and planting it on line with the other. 

Being at a halt, at the command march, raise and plant first 
the left foot, then the right, as described above. 




SCHOOL OF THE SOLLIES. 



25 

The Half Step. 

66. 1. Half step, 2. MARCH. 

Take steps of 15 inches in quick time, 18 inches in double 
time. 

67. Forward half step, halt, and mark time may be executed 
one from the other in quick or double time. 

To resume the full step from half step or mark time : 1, For- 
ward, 2. MARCH. 

Side Step. 

68. Being at a halt or mark time: 1 . Right (left) step, 2. 
MARCH. 

Carry and plant the right foot 15 inches to the right ; bring* 
the left foot beside it and continue the movement in the cadence 
of quick time. . 

The side step is used for short distances only and. is not 
executed in double time. 

If at order arms, the side step is executed at trail without 
command. 

Back Step. 

69. Being at a halt or mark time : 1. Backward, 2. MARCH. 

Take steps of 15 inches straight to the rear. 

The back step is used for short distances only and is not 
executed in double time. 

If at order arms, the back step is executed at trail without 
command. 

To Halt. 

70. To arrest the march in quick or double time: 1. Squad 
2. HALT. 

At the command halt, given as either foot strikes the ground, 
plant the other foot as in marching ; raise and place the first 
foot by the side of the other. If in double time, drop the hands 
by- the sides. 

To March by the Flank. 

71. Being in march :1. By the right (left flank, 2. MARCH. 

At the command march, given as the right foot strikes the 
ground, advance and plant the left foot, then face to. the right 
in marching and step off in the new direction with the right 
foot. 
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To March to the Rear. 

72. Being in march : 1 To the rear , 2. MARCH. 

At the command march, given as the right foot strikes the 
ground, advance and plant the left foot ; turn to the right about 
on the balls of both feet and immediately step off with the left 
foot. 

If marching in double time, turn to the right about, taking 
four steps in place, keeping the cadence, and then step off with 
the left foot. 

Change Step. 

73. Being in march : 1. Change step, 2. MARCH. 

At the command march , given as the right foot strikes the 
ground, advance and plant the left foot; plant the toe of the 
right foot near the heel of the left and step off with the left 
foot. 

The change on the right foot is similarly executed, the com- 
i.. and march being given as the left foot strikes the ground. 

MANUAL OF ARMS. 

C'i. As soon as practicable the recruit is taught the use, no- 
menclature, and care of his rifle ; when fair progress has been 
made in the instruction without arms, he is taught the manual of 
arms ; instruction without arms and that with arms alternate. 
In describing the manual of arms, the term “At the balance ” in 
this text refers to the actual center of gravity of the Model-1903 
rifle and to the center of the groove on the hand guard of the 
Model-1917 rifle. 

75. The following rules govern the carrying of the piece : 

First. The piece is not carried with cartridges in either the 
chamber or the magazine except when specifically ordered. 
When so loaded, or supposed to be loaded, it is habitually car- 
ried locked ; that is, with the safety lock turned to the “ safe.” 
At all other times, it is carried unlocked, with the trigger 
pulled. 

Second. Whenever troops are formed under arms, pieces are 
immediately inspected at the commands: 1. Inspection, 2. ARMS; 
3. Order (right shoulder, port), 4. ARMS. 

A similar inspection is made immediately before dismissal. 
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If cartridges are found in the chamber or magazine, they are 
removed and placed in the belt. 

Third. The cut-off is . kept turned "off,”’ except when car- 
tridges are actually used. (Applicable to troops armed with 
U. S. rifle, model 1903). 

Fourth. The bayonet is not fixed except in bayonet exercise, 
on guard, at ceremonies, or for combat. 

Fifth. Fall in is executed with the piece at the order arms. 
Fall out, rest, and at ease are executed as without arms. On 
resuming attention, the position of order arms is taken. 

Sixth. If at the order, unless otherwise prescribed, the piece 
is brought to the right shoulder at the command march, the 
three motions corresponding with the first three steps. Move- 
ments may be executed at the trail by prefacing the preparatory 
command with the words at trail; as, 1. At trail, forward, 2. 
MARCH ; the trail is taken at the command march. 

When the facings, alignments, open and close ranks, taking 
interval or distance, and assemblings are executed from the 
order, raise the piece to the trail while in motion and resume 
the order on halting. 

Seventh. The piece is brought to the order on halting. The 
execution of the order begins when the halt is completed. 

Eighth. A disengaged hand in double time is held as when 
without arms. 

76. The following rules govern the execution of the manual 
of arms. 1 

First. In all positions of the left hand at the balance (center 
of gravity, bayonet unfixed), the thumb clasps the piece; the 
sling is included in the grasp of the hand. 

Second. In all positions of the piece “ diagonally across the 
body,” the position of the piece, left arm, and left hand are 
the same as in port arms. 

Third. In resuming the order from any position in the manual, 
the motion next to the last concludes with the butt of the piece 
about 3 inches from the ground, barrel to the rear, the left hand 
above and near the right, steadying the piece, fingers extended 
and joined, forearm and wrist straight and inclining down- 
ward, all fingers of the right hand grasping the piece. To com- 
plete the order lower the piece gently to the ground with the 
right hand, drop the left quickly by the side, and take the 
position of order arms. 
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Allowing the piece to drop through the right hand to the 
ground, or other similar abuse of the rifle to produce effect in 
executing the manual, is prohibited. 

Fourth. The cadence of the motions is that of quick time; 
the recruits are first required to give their whole attention to 
the details of the motions, the cadence being gradually acquired 
as they become accustomed to handling their pieces. The in- 
structor may require them to count aloud in cadence with the 
motions. 

Fifth. The manual is taught at a halt and the movements 
are, for the purpose of instruction, divided into motions and 
executed in detail ; in this case, the command of execution 
determines the prompt execution of the first motion, and the 
Commands, two, three, four, that of the other motions. 

To execute the movements in detail, the instructor first cau- 
tions: By the numbers; all movements divided into motions are 
then executed as above explained until he cautions : Without 
the numbers; or commands movements other than those in the 
manual of arms. 

Sixth. Whenever circumstances require, the regular positions 
of the manual of arms and the firings may be ordered without 
regard to the previous position of the piece. 

Under exceptional conditions of weather or fatigue, the rifle 
may be carried in any manner directed. 

77. Position of order arms standing: The butt rests evenly 
on the ground, barrel to the rear, toe of the butt on a line with 
toe of, and touching, the right shoe; arms and hands hanging 
naturally ; right hand holding the piece between the thumb and 
fingers. 

78. Being at order arms : 1. Present, 2. ARMS. 

With the right hand carry the piece in front of the center of 
the body, barrel to the rear and vertical, grasp it with the left 
hand at the balance, forearm horizontal and resting against 
the body. (TWO.) Grasp the small of the stock with the right 
hand. 

79. Being at order arms: 1. Port, 2. ARMS. 

With the right hand raise and throw the piece diagonally 
across the body, grasp it smartly with both hands at the same 
time ; the right, palm down, at the small of the stock ; the left, 
palm up, at the balance; barrel up, sloping to the left and 
crossing opposite the junction of the neck with the left shoulder ; 
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right forearm horizontal ; left, forearm resting against the body ; 
the piece in a vertical plane parallel to the front. 

80. Being at present arms: 1. Port, 2. ARMS. 

Carry the piece diagonally across the body and take the posi- 
tion of port arms. 

81. Being at port arms : 1. Present, 2. ARMS. 

Carry the piece to a vertical position in front of the center of 
the body and take the position of present arms. 

82. Being at present or port arms: 1. Order, 2. ARMS. 

Let go with the right hand; lower and carry the piece to 
the right with the left hand; regrasp it with the right hand 
just above the lower band ; let go with the left hand, and take 
the next to the last position in coming to the order. (TWO) 
Complete the order. 

83. Being at order arms : 1. Right shoulder, 2. ARMS. 

With the right hand raise and throw the piece diagonally 
across the body ; carry the right hand quickly to the butt, em- 
bracing it, the heel between the first two fingers. (TWO) With- 
out changing the grasp of the right hand, place the piece on the 
right shoulder, barrel up and inclined at an angle of about 45° 
from the horizontal, trigger guard in the hollow of the shoulder, 
right elbow near the side, the piece in a vertical plane perpen- 
dicular to the front ; carry the left hand, thumb and fingers 
extended and joined, to the small of the stock, tip of the fore- 
finger touching the cocking piece, wrist straight and elbow 
down. (THREE) Drop the left hand by the side. 

84. Being at right shoulder arms: 1. Order, 2. ARMS. 

Press the butt down quickly and throw the piece diagonally 

across the body, the right hand retaining the grasp of the butt. 
(TWO), (THREE) Execute order arms as described from port 
arms. 

85. Being at port arms: 1. Right shoulder, 2. ARMS. 

Change the right hand to the butt. (TWO), (THREE) As in 

right shoulder arms from order arms. 

86. Being at right shoulder arms : 1. Port, 2. ARMS. 

Press the butt down quickly and throw the piece diagonally 
across the body, the right hand retaining its grasp of the butt. 
(TWO) Change the right hand to the small of the stock. 

87. Being at right shoulder arms : 1. Present, 2. ARMS. 

Execute port arms. (THREE) Execute present arms. 

88. Being at present arms : 1. Right shoulder, 2. ARMS. 
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Execute port arms. (TWO), (THREE), (FOUR) Execute right 
shoulder arms as from port arms. 

89. Being at port arms: 1. Left shoulder, 2. ARMS. 

Carry the piece with the right hand and place it on the left 
shoulder, barrel up, trigger guard in the hollow of the shoulder ; 
at the same time grasp the butt with the left hand, heel between 
first and second fingers, thumb and fingers closed on the stock. 
(TWO) Drop the right hand by the side. 

Being at left shoulder arms: 1. Port, 2. ARMS. 

Grasp the piece with the right hand at the small of the stock. 
(TWO) Carry the piece to the right with the right hand, regrasp 
it with the left, and take the position of port arms. 

Left shoulc/er arms may be ordered directly from the order, 
right shoulder or present, or the reverse. At the command 
arms execute port arms and continue, in cadence, to the position 
ordered. 

90. Being at order arms : 1. Parade, 2. REST. 

Carry the right foot 6 inches straight to the rear, left knee 
slightly bent ; carry the muzzle in front of the center of the 
body, barrel to the left ; grasp the piece with the left hand just 
below the stacking swivel, and with the right hand below and 
against the left. 

Being at parade rest: 1. Squad, 2. ATTENTION. 

Resume the order, the left hand quitting the piece opposite 
the right hip. 

91. Being at order arms : 1. Trail, 2. ARMS. 

Raise the piece, right arm slightly bent, and incline the 
muzzle forward so that the barrel makes an angle of about 
30° with the vertical. 

When it can be done without danger or inconvenience to 
others, the piece may be grasped at the balance and the muzzle 
lowered until the piece is horizontal ; a similar position in the 
left hand may be used. 

92. Being at trail arms : 1. Order, 2. ARMS. 

Lower the piece with the right hand and resume the order. 

Rifle Salute 

93. Being at right shoulder arms: 1. Rifle, 2. SALUTE. 

Carry the left hand smartly to the small of the stock, forearm 

horizontal, palm of hand down, thumb and fingers extended 
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and joined, forefinger touching end of cocking piece; look 
toward the person saluted. (TWO) Drop left hand by the side; 
turn head and eyes to the front. 

94. Being at order or trail arms: 1. Rifle, 2. SALUTE. 

Carry the left hand smartly to the right side, palm of the 

hand down, thumb and fingers extended and joined, forefinger 
against piece near the muzzle; look toward the person saluted. 
(TWO) Drop the left hand by the side; turn the head and eyes 
to the front. 

The Bayonet. 

95. Being at order arms: 1. Fix, 2. BAYONET. 

If the bayonet scabbard is carried on the belt: Execute 
parade rest; grasp the bayonet with the right hand, back of 
hand toward the body; draw the bayonet from the scabbard 
and fix it on the barrel, glancing at the muzzle; resume the 
order. 

If the bayonet is carried on the haversack : Draw the bayonet 
with the left hand and fix it in the most convenient manner. 

96. Being at order arms: 1. Unfix, 2. BAYONET. 

If the bayonet scabbard is carried on the belt: Execute 
parade rest; grasp the handle of the bayonet with the right 
hand, pressing the spring; raise the bayonet until the handle 
is about 12 inches above the muzzle of the piece; drop the 
point to the left, back of the hand toward the body, and glanc- 
ing at the scabbard, return the bayonet, the blade passing 
between the left arm and the body ; regrasp the piece with the 
light hand and resume the order. 

If the bayonet scabbard is carried on the haversack: Take 
the bayonet from the rifle with the left hand and return it to 
• the scabbord in the most convenient manner. 

if marching or lying down, the bayonet is fixed and unfixed 
in the most expeditious and convenient manner and the piece 
returned to the original position. 

Fix and unfix bayonet are executed with promptness and 
regularity, but not in cadence. 

97. CHARGE BAYONET. Whether executed at halt or in mo- 
tion, the bayonet is held toward the opponent as in the position 
of guard in the Bayonet Manual. 

Exercises for instruction in bayonet combat are prescribed in 
the Bayonet Manual. 
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The Inspection. 

98. Being at order arms: 1. Inspection, 2. ARMS. 

At the second command, take the position of port arms. (TWO) 
Seize the bolt handle with the thumb and forefinger of the right 
hand, turn the handle up, draw the bolt back, and glance at 
the chamber. Having found the chamber empty, or having 
emptied it, raise the head and eyes to the front. 

99. Being at inspection arms : 1 . Order (Right shoulder. Port), 
2. ARMS. 

At the preparatory command, push the bolt forward, turn 
the handle down, pull the trigger, and resume port arms. At 
the command arms, complete the movement "ordered. 

To Dismiss the Squad. 

100. Being at halt: 1. Inspection, 2. ARMS, 3. Port, 4. ARMS, 
5. DISMISSED. 

SCHOOL OF THE SQUAD. 

101. Soldiers are grouped into squads for purposes of in- 
struction* discipline, control, and order. 

102. The squad proper consists of a corporal and seven 
privates. 

The movements in the School of the Squad are designed to 
make the squad a fixed unit and to facilitate the control and 
movement of the company. If the number of men grouped is 
more than 3 and less than 12, they are formed as a squad of 
4 files, the excess above 8 being posted as file closers. If the 
number grouped is greater than 11, two or more squads are 
formed, and the group is termed a section or platoon. 

For the instruction of recruits these rules may be modified. 

103. The corporal is the squad leader, and when absent is 
replaced by a designated first-class private. If no designation 
is made, the senior first-class private acts as leader. 

The corporal, when in ranks, is posted as the left man in the 
front rank of the squad. 

When the corporal leaves the ranks to lead his squad, his 
rear-rank man steps into the front rank, and the file remains 
blank until the corporal returns to his place in ranks, when his 
rear-rank man steps back into the rear rank. 
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104 . In battle, officers, sergeants, and section guides en- 
deavor to preserve the integrity of squads. They designate new 
leaders to replace those disabled, organize new squads when 
necessary, and see that every man is placed in a squad. 

Men are taught the necessity of remaining with the squad 
to which they belong, and in case it be broken up or they be- 
come separated therefrom, to attach themselves to the nearest 
squad and section or platoon leaders, whether these be of their 
own or of another organization. 

105 . The squad executes the halt, rests, facings, steps, and 
marchings, and the manual of arms as explained in the School 
of the Soldier. 

Organization of the Squad. 

106 . The squad consists of 1 corporal, 6 riflemen, and 1 
auto-rifleman. One rifleman is equipped with a grenade dis- 
charger. One rifleman carries extra ammunition for the auto- 
matic rifle and serves as replacement for the auto-rifleman. 
All riflemen carry a certain supply of extra ammunition for the 
automatic rifle, and when necessary, rifle and hand grenades. 

The general training of the members of the squad will be 
uniform. All men will be trained in the use of the rifle and 
automatic rifle. Training in the use of grenades will be supple- 
mentary to training with the rifle and the automatic rifle. 

To form the squad, the instructor places himself 3 paces in 
front of where the center is to be and commands: FALL IN. 

The men assemble at attention, pieces at the order, and are 
arranged by the corporal in double rank, as nearly as prac- 
ticable in order of height from right to left, each man dropping 
his left hand as soon as the man on his left has his interval. 
The rear rank forms with distance of 40 inches. The men on 
the left of the squad (left file) do not bring up their arms unless 
the squad is part of a larger unit. 

The instructor then commands : COUNT OFF. 

At this command all except the right file execute eyes right, 
and beginning on the right, the men in each rank count, one, two, 
three, four; each man turns his head and eyes to the front as 
he counts. " . . 

Pieces are then inspected. 

136655°— 19 3 
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As soon as its oi’ganization has been permanently fixed, the 
squad forms as follows : Nos. 1 front and rear rank, No. 2 rear 
rank, No. 4 rear rank, riflemen; No. 2 front rank, rifleman with 
grenade discharger; No. 3 rear rank, auto-rifleman; No. 3 front 
rank, substitute auto-rifleman and carrier ; No. 4 front rank, 
corporal. 

Alignments. 

107. To align the squad, the base file or files having been 
established: 1. Right (Left), 2. DRESS, 3. FRONT. 

At the command dress, all men place the left hand upon the hip 
(whether dressing to the right or left), fingers and thumb point- 
ing downward, thumb to the front; each man, except the base 
file, when on or near the new line executes eyes right, and taking 
steps of 2 or 3 inches, places himself so that his right arm rests 
lightly against the arm of the man on his right, and so that his 
eyes and shoulders are in line With those of the men on his right. 
The rear rank men cover in file. 

The instructor verifies the alignment of both ranks from the 
right flank and orders up or back such men as may be in rear, or 
in advance, of the line ; only the men designated move. 

At the command front, given when the ranks are aligned, each 
man turns his head and eyes smartly to the front and drops his 
left hand quickly by his side. 

Whenever the position of the base file or files necessitates a 
considerable movement by the squad, such movement will be 
executed by marching to the front or oblique, to the flank or 
backwards, as the case may be, without other command, and at 
the trail. 

108. To preserve the alignment when marching: GUIDE 
RIGHT (LEFT). 

The men preserve their intervals from the side of the guide, 
yielding to pressure from that side and resisting pressure from 
the opposite directioh. They recover intervals, if lost, by gradu- 
ally opening out or closing in ; they recover alignment by slightly 
lengthening or shortening the steps. The rear-rank men cover 
their file leaders at 40 inches. 

In double rank, the front-rank man on the right, or desig- 
nated flank, conducts the march. When marching faced to the 
flank, the leading man of the front rank is the guide. 
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To Take Intervals and Distances. 

109. Being in line at a halt: 1. Take interval, 2. To the right 
(left), 3. MARCH, 4. Squad, 5. HALT. 

At the second command, the rear-rank men march backward 4 
steps and halt. At the command march, all face to the right 
and the leading man of each rank steps off; the other men step 
off in succession, each following the preceding man at 4 paces, 
rear-rank men marching abreast of their file leaders. 

At the command halt, given when all have their intervals, all 
halt and face to the front. 

110. Being at intervals, to assemble the squad: 1. Assemble 
to the right (left), 2. MARCH. 

The front-rank man on the right stands fast, the rear-rank 
man on the right closes to 40 inches. The other men face to the 
right, close by the shortest line, and face to the front. Each 
man, upon arriving on the line, brings up his left arm as in 
forming the squad. 

111. Being in line at a halt and having counted off: 1. Take 
distance, 2. MARCH, 3. Squad, 4. HALT. 

At the command march, No. 1 of the front rank moves straight 
to the front ; Nos. 2, 3, and 4 of the front rank, and Nos. 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 of the rear rank, in the order named, move straight to the 
front, each stepping off so as to follow the preceding man at 4 
paces. The command halt is given when all have their distances. 

In case more than one squad is in line, each squad executes 
the movement as above. The guide of each rank of numbers 
is right. 

112. Being at distances, to assemble the squad: 1. Assemble, 
2. MARCH. 

No. 1 of the front rank stands fast ; the other numbers move 
forward to their proper places in line. Each man, upon arriving 
on the line, brings up his left arm as in forming the squad. 

To Stack and Take Arms. 

113. Being in line at a halt: STACK ARMS. 

Each even number of the front rank grasps his piece with the 
left hand at the upper band and rests the butt between his feet, 
barrel to the front, muzzle inclined slightly to the front and 
opposite the center of the interval on his right, the thumb and 
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forefinger raising the stacking swivel. Each even number of 
the rear rank then passes his piece, barrel to the rear, to his 
file leader, who grasps it between the bands with his right hand 
and throws the butt about 2 feet in advance of that of his own 
piece and opposite the right of the interval, the right hand slip- 
ping to the upper band, the thumb and forefinger raising the 
stacking swivel, which he engages with that of his own piece. 
Each odd number of the front rank raises his piece with the right 
hand, carries it w T ell forward, barrel to the front; the left hand, 
guiding the stacking swivel, engages the lower hook of the swivel 
of his own piece with the free hook of that of the even number 
of the rear rank ; he then turns the barrel outward into the angle 
formed by the other two pieces and lowers the butt to the 
ground, to the right of and against the toe of his right shoe. 

The stacks made, the loose pieces are laid on them by the 
even numbers of the front rank. 

When each man has finished handling pieces, he takes the 
position of the soldier. 

114. Being in line behind the stacks: TAKE ARMS. 

The loose pieces are returned by the even numbers of the 
front rank. Each even number of the front rank grasps his own 
piece with the left hand, the piece of his rear-rank man with his 
right hand, grasping both between the bands; each odd number 
of the front rank grasps his piece in the. same way with the 
right hand, disengages it by raising the butt from the ground, 
and then, turning the piece to the right, detaches it from the 
stack. Each even number of the front rank then disengages and 
detaches his piece by turning it to the left, and passes the piece 
of his rear-rank man to him, and all resume the order. • 

115. Should any squad have Nos. 2 and 3 blank files, No. 1 
rear rank takes the place of No. 2 rear rank in making and 
breaking the stack. After the stacks are made or broken, he 
resumes his post. 

Pieces not used in making the stack are termed loose pieces. 

Pieces are never stacked with the bayonet fixed. 

The Oblique March. 

116. For the instruction of recruits, the squad being in 
column or correctly aligned, the instructor causes the squad to 
face half right or half left, points out to the men their relative 
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positions, and explains that these are to be maintained in the 
oblique march. 

117. 1. Right (left) oblique, 2. MARCH. 

Each man steps off in a direction 45° to the right of liis 
original front. He preserves his relative position, keeping his 
shoulders parallel to those of the guide (the man on the right 
front of the line or column), and so regulates his step that the 
ranks remain parallel to their original front. 

At the command halt, the men halt faced to the front. It is 
best to give the command halt on the left foot when halting 
from a right oblique, and on the right foot when halting from a 
left oblique. 

To resume the original direction: 1. Forward, 2. MARCH. 

The men half face to the left in marching and then move 
straight to the front. 

If at half step or mark time while obliquing, the oblique march 
is resumed by the commands: 1. Oblique, 2. MARCH. 

To Turn on Moving Pivot. 

118. Being in line: 1. Right (left) turn, 2. MARCH. 

The movement is executed by each rank successively and on 
the same ground. At the second command, the pivot man of 
the front rank faces to the right in marching ajid takes the half 
step. The other men of the rank oblique to the right until 
opposite their places in line, then execute a second right oblique, 
and take the half step on arriving abreast of the pivot man. 
All glance toward the marching flank while at half step and 
take the full step without command as the last man arrives on 
the line. 

Right (left) half turn is executed in a similar manner. The 
pivot man makes a half change of direction to the right and the 
other men ma"ke quarter changes in obliquing. 

To Turn on Fixed Pivot. 

119. Being in line, to turn and march: 1. Squad right (left), 
2. MARCH. 

At the second command, the right-flank man in the front rank 
faces to the right in marching and marks time. The other front- 
rank men oblique to the right, place themselves abreast of the 
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pivot, and mark time. In the rear rank, the third man from 
the right, followed in column by the second and first, moves 
straight to the front until in rear of his front-rank man, when all 
face to the right in marching and mark time. The other number 
of the rear rank moves straight to the front 4 paces and 
places himself abreast of the man on his right. Men on the new 
line glance toward the marching flank while marking time, and 
as the last man arrives on the line both ranks execute forward, 
march, without command. 

120. Being in line, to turn and halt: 1. Squad right (left), 2. 
MARCH, 3. Squad, 4. HALT. 

The third command is given immediately after the second. 
The turn is executed as prescribed in the preceding paragraph, 
except that all men on arriving on the new line mark time until 
the fourth command is given, when all halt. The fourth com- 
mand should be given as the last man arrives on the line. 

121. Being in line, to turn about and march: 1. Squad right 
(left) about, 2. MARCH. 

At the second command, the front rank twice executes squad 
right, initiating the second squad right when the man on the 
marching flank has arrived abreast of the rank. In the rear 
rank, the third man from the right, followed by the second and 
first in column, moves straight to the front until on the pro- 
longation of the line to be occupied by the rear rank ; changes 
direction to the right ; moves in the new direction until in rear 
of his front-rank man, when all face to the right in marching, 
mark time, and glance toward the marching flank. The fourth 
man marches on the left of the third to his new position ; as 
he arrives on the line, both ranks execute forward, march, with- 
out command. 

122. Being in line, to turn about and halt : 1. Squad right (left) 
about, 2. MARCH, 3. Squad, 4, HALT. 

The third command is given immediately after the second. 
The turn is executed as prescribed in the preceding paragraph 
except that all men, on arriving on the new line, mark time until 
the fourth command is given, when all halt. The fourth 
command should be given as the last man arrives on the line. 
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To Follow the Corporal. 

123. Being assembled or deployed, to march the squad with- 
out unnecessary commands, the corporal places himself in front 
of it and commands : FOLLOW ME. 

If in line or skirmish line, No. 2 of the front rank follows 
in the trace of the corporal at about 3 paces; the other men 
conform to the movements of No. 2, guiding on him and main- 
taining their relative positions. 

If in column, the head of the column follows the corporal. 

To Deploy as Skirmishers. 

124. Being in any formation, assembled: 1. Us skirmishers, 
2. MARCH. 

The corporal places himself in front of the squad, if not al- 
ready there. Moving at a run, the men place themselves abreast 
of the corporal at 5-pace intervals, Nos. 1 and 2 on his right, 
Nos. 3 and 4 on his left, rear-rank men on the right of their 
file leaders, extra men on the left of No. 4 ; all then conform 
to the corporal’s gait. 

When the squad is acting alone, skirmish line is similarly 
formed on No. 2 of the front rank, who stands fast or continues 
the march, as the case may be ; the corporal places himself in 
front of the squad when advancing and in rear when halted. 

IVhen deployed as skirmishers, the men march at ease, pieces 
at the trail unless otherwise ordered. 

The corporal is the guide when in the line; otherwise, No. 2 
front rank is the guide. 

125. The normal interval between skirmishers is 5 paces. 
The front of a squad thus deployed as skirmishers is about 40 
yards. 

. To Increase or Diminish Intervals. 

126. If assembled, and it is desired to deploy at other than 
the normal interval ; or if deployed, and it is desired to increase 
or decrease the interval: 1. As skirmishers (so many) paces, 
2. MARCH. 

Intervals are taken at the indicated number of paces. If 
already deployed, the men move by the flank toward or away 
from the guide. 
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The Assembly. 

127. Being deployed: 1. Assemble, 2. MARCH. 

The men move toward the corporal in double time and form in 
their proper places. 

If the corporal continues to advance, the squad follows him 
at 3 paces. 

The assembly while marching to the rear is not executed. 

Kneeling and Lying Down. 

128. If standing: KNEEL. 

Half face to the right ; carry the right toe about 1 foot to the 
left rear of the left heel ; kneel on right knee, sitting as nearly 
as possible on the right heel; left forearm across left thigh; 
piece remains in position of order arms, right hand grasping it 
above the lower band. 

129. If standing or kneeling: LIE DOWN. 

Kneel, but with right knee against left heel; carry back the 
left foot and lie flat on the belly, inclining body about 35° to 
the right; piece horizontal, barrel up, muzzle off the ground 
and pointed to the front; elbows on the ground; left hand at 
the balance, right hand grasping the small of the stock opposite 
the neck. This is the position of order arms, lying down. 

130. If kneeling or lying down: RISE. 

If kneeling, stand up, faced to the front, on the ground 
marked by the left heel. 

If lying down, raise body on both knees ; stand up, faced to the 
front, on the ground marked by the knees. 

131. If lying down: KNEEL. 

Raise the body on both knees ; take the position of kneel. 

132. In double rank, the positions of kneeling and lying 
.down are ordinarily used only for the better utilization of cover. 

When deployed as skirmishers, a sitting position may be taken 
in lieu of the position kneeling. 

LOADINGS AND FIRINGS. 

133. The commands for loading and firing are the same 
whether standing, kneeling, or lying down. 

When kneeling or lying down in double rank, the rear rank 
does not load, aim, or fire. 
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The instruction in tiring will be preceded by a command for 
loading. 

Loadings are executed- in line and skirmish line only. 

134. Rifles having been ordered loaded are kept loaded with- 
out command until the command unload , or inspection arms , 
fresh clips being inserted when the magazine is exhausted. 

135. The aiming point or target is carefully pointed out. 
This may be done before or after announcing the sight setting. 
Both are indicated before giving the command for tiring. The 
designation of the target may be omitted when the target 
appears suddenly and is unmistakable, but the range must 
always be announced, the command battle sight being given when 
it is not desired to have the sights set. 

The command for range serves as a preparatory command 
for firing; it insures the simultaneous opening of fire and the 
full effect of surprise. 

136. The target or aiming point having been designated, such 
designation need not be repeated until a change is necessary. 

Troops are trained to continue their fire upon the aiming 
point or target designated until a change is ordered. 

137. If the men are not already in the position of load, that 
position is taken at the announcement of the range. Skirmish- 
ers not in a firing position, either at a halt or in movement, take 
such position at the command announcing the range. 

138. The use of the sling as an aid to accurate firing is de- 
sirable at all ranges and is absolutely essential at ranges greater 
than 300 yards. 

To Load. 

139. Being in line or skirmish line at halt: 1. With dummy 
(blank or ball) cartridges, 2. LOAD. 

At the command load each front-rank rifleman or skirmisher 
faces half right and carries the right foot to the right, about 
1 foot, to such position as will insure the greatest firmness and 
steadiness of the body ; raises or lowers the piece and drops it 
into the left hand at the balance, left thumb extended along the 
stock, muzzle at the height of the breast, and if armed with the 
model 1903 rifle turns the cut-off up. With the right hand he 
turns and draws the bolt back, takes a loaded clip and inserts 
the end in the clip slots, places the thumb on the powder space 
of the top cartridge, the fingers extending around the piece and 
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tips resting on the magazine floor plate; forces the cartridges 
into the magazine by pressing down with the thumb ; without 
removing the clip thrusts the bolt . home, turning down the 
handle ; turns the safety lock to the “ safe ” and carries the 
hand to the small of the stock. Each rear-rank rifleman moves 
to the right front, takes a similar position opposite the interval 
to the right of his front-rank man, muzzle of the piece extend- 
ing beyond the front rank, and loads. Auto-riflemen do not 
execute the loadings or firings in line. 

A skirmish line may load while moving, the pieces being held 
as nearly as practicable in the position of load. 

If kneeling or sitting the position of the piece is similar. If 
kneeling the left forearm rests on the left thigh. If sitting the 
elbows are supported by the knees. If lying down the left hand 
steadies and supports the piece at the balance, the toe of the 
butt resting on the ground, the muzzle off the ground. 

For reference these positions (standing, kneeling, and I. ing 
down) are designated as that of load. 

140. For instruction in loading: 1. Simulate, 2. LOAD. 

Executed as above described, except that the cut-off (model 

1903 rifle) remains “off” and the handling of cartridges is 
simulated. 

The recruits are first taught to simulate loading and firing ; 
after a few lessons dummy cartridges may be used. Later 
blank cartridges may be used. 

141. The model 1903 rifle may be used as a single loader by 
turning the magazine “ off.” The magazine may be filled in 
whole br in part while “ off ” or “ on ” by pressing cartridges 
singly down and back until they are in the proper place. The 
use of the rifle as a single loader is, however, to be regarded as 
exceptional. 

The model 1917 rifle can not be used as a single loader. 

To Unload. 

142. UNLOAD. 

Take the position of load, turn the safety lock (model -1903 
rifle) up (if armed with the model-1917 rifle, turn the safety 
lock to the front) and move bolt alternately back and forward 
until all the cartridges are ejected. After the last cartridge 
is ejected, the chamber is closed by first thrusting the bolt 
slightly forward to free it from the stud holding it in place 
when the chamber is open, pressing the follower down and back 
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to engage it under the bolt, and then thrusting the bolt home; 
the trigger is pulled. The cartridges are then picked up, 
cleaned, and returned to the belt, and the piece is brought to the 
order. 

To Set the Sight. 

143. RANGE, ELEVEN HUNDRED (EIGHT FIFTY), etc.) or BAT- 
TLE SIGHT or SAME RANGE. 

The sight is set at the elevation indicated. The instructor 
explains and verifies sight settings. 

To Fire by Volley. 

144. 1. READY, 2. AIM, 3. Squad, 4. FIRE. 

At the command ready, turn the safety lock to the “ ready ” ; 
at the command aim, raise the rifle with both hands and support 
the butt firmly against the hollow of the right shoulder, right 
thumb clasping the stock, barrel horizontal, left elbow well 
under the piece, right elbow as high as the shoulder. Incline 
the head slightly forward and a little to the right, cheek against 
the stock, left eye closed, right eye looking through the notch of 
the rear sight so as to perceive the object aimed at, second joint 
of forefinger resting lightly against the front of the trigger and 
-taking up the slack; top of front sight is carefully raised into, 
and held in, the line of sight. 

Each rear-rank man aims through the interval to the right of 
his file leader and leans slightly forward to advance the muzzle 
of his piece beyond the front rank. 

In aiming kneeling, the left elbow rests on the left knee, point 
of elbow in front of knee-cap. In aiming sitting, the elbows are 
supported by the knees. 

In aiming lying down, raise the piece with both hands; rest 
on both elbows and press the butt firmly against the right 
shoulder. 

At the command fire, press the finger against the trigger; 
fire without deranging the aim and without lowering or turning 
the piece ; lower the piece in the position of Load and load. 

145. To continue the firing; 1. AIM, 2. Squad, 3. FIRE. 

Each command is executed as previously explained. Load 
(from magazine) is executed by drawing back and thrusting 
home the bolt with the right hand, leaving the safety lock at the 
“ready.” 
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To Fire at Will. 

146. 1. FIRE AT WILL 

Bach man, independently of the others, comes to the ready, 
aims carefully and deliberately at the aiming point or target, 
fires, loads, and continues the firing until ordered to suspend 
or cease firing. 

To fire by clip : CLIP FIRE. 

Executed in the same manner as fire at will, except that each 
man, after having exhausted the cartridges then in the piece, 
suspends firing. 

147. To increase (decrease) the rate of fire in progress, the 
instructor shouts: FASTER (SLOWER). 

The rate of fire is dependent on the training of the individual. 
It must not be so great as to preclude accurate aim or proper 
trigger squeeze. 

Men are trained to fire at the rate of about three shots per 
minute at mid ranges and five or six at close ranges, devoting 
the minimum of time to loading and the maximum to deliberate 
aiming. To illustrate the necessity for deliberation, and to 
habituate men to combat conditions, small and comparatively 
indistinct targets are designated. 

To Su pend Firing. 

148. The instructor blows a long blast of the whistle and re- 
peats same, if necessary, or commands : SUSPEND FIRING. 

Firing stops; pieces are held, loaded and locked, in a posi- 
tion of readiness for instant resumption of firing, rear sights 
unchanged. The men continue to observe the target or aiming 
point, or the place at which the target disappeared, or at which 
it is expected to reappear. 

This whistle signal may be used as a preliminary to cease 
firing. 

To Cease Firing. 

149. CEASE FIRING. 

Firing stops ; pieces not already there are brought to the 
position of load ; those not loaded, are loaded ; sights are laid, 
pieces are locked and brought to the order. 

Cease firing is used for long pauses, to prepare for changes 
of position, or to steady the men. 
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150. Commands for suspending or ceasing fire may be given 
at any time after the preparatory command for firing whether 
the firing has actually commenced or not. 

INSTRUCTION OF THE SKIRMISHER. 

151. The instruction of the recruit in' the use of the rifle 
should begin at an early period in his training. It should be 
impressed on him that the rifle is his principal weapon and 
that the object of all movement is to place him at such point 
that he can make effective use of it. 

The use of cover. 

# 

152. The skirmisher should be given careful instruction in 
the individual use of cover. 

It should be impressed upon him that, in taking advantage of 
natural cover, he must be able to fire easily and effectively 
upon the enemy. If advancing on an enemy, he must do so 
steadily and as rapidly as possible. He must conceal himself 
as much as possible while firing and while advancing. While 
setting his sight, he should be under cover or lying prone. 

153. To teach him to fire easily and effectively, at the same 
time concealing himself from the view of the enemy, he is 
practiced in simulated firing in the prone, sitting, kneeling, 
and crouching positions, from behind hillocks, trees, heaps of 
earth or rocks, from depressions, gullies, ditches, doorways, or 
windows. He is taught to fire around the right side of his con- 
cealment whenever possible, or when this is not possible, to rise 
enough to fire over the top of his concealment. He is taught 
to improve natural cover and adapt it as a firing position by 
the use of the intrenching tool. 

When these details are understood, he is required to select 
cover with reference to an assumed enemy and to place himself 
behind it in proper position for firing. Rapid loading, rapid 
and accurate sight setting, and quick and- skillful occupation of 
the firing position are practiced. 

The skirmisher should be instructed in the value of the differ- 
ent forms of cover as protection from both terrestrial and aerial 
view and. from high-angle infantry and artillery fire. 

154. The evil of remaining too long in one place, however* 
good the concealment, should be explained.^ He should be taught 
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to advance from cover to cover, selecting cover in advance be- 
fore leaving his concealment. 

It should be impressed upon him that a man running rapidly 
toward an enemy furnishes a poor target. He should be trained 
in springing from a prone position behind concealment, running 
at top speed to cover and throwing himself behind it. He 
should also be practiced in advancing from cover to cover by 
crawling, or by lying on the left side, rifle grasped in the right 
hand, and pushing himself forward with the right leg. 

He should be instructed in moving on designated direction 
points, making use of cover to screen his movements without 
losing the direction of advance. 

155. He should be taught that when fired on while acting in- 
dependently, he should tirop to the ground, seek cover, and 
then endeavor to locate his enemy. 

156. The instruction of the skirmisher in the use of cover is 
continued in the combat exercises of the platoon, but he must 
then be taught that the proper advance of the platoon and the 
effectiveness of its fire are of greater importance than the ques- 
tion of cover for individuals. 

Observation. 

157. The ability to use his eyes accurately is of great impor- 
tance to the soldier. The recruit should be trained in observing 
his surroundings from positions and when on the march. 

He should be practiced in pointing out and naming military 
features of the ground; in distinguishing between living beings; 
in counting distant groups of objects or beings ; in recognizing 
colors and forms ; and in the varying visibility of targets as 
affected by background and light. 

158. In the training of men in the mechanism of the firing 
line, they should be practiced in repeating to one another target 
and aiming point designations and in quickly locating and point- 
ing out a designated target. They should be taught to distin- 
guish, from a prone position, distant objects, particularly troops, 
both with the naked eye and with field glasses. Similarly they 
should be trained in estimating distances. 

Night Movements. 

159. Movements at night or in heavy fog require especial 
practice. Order, silence, and skill in maintaining direction are 
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the principal requisites. Practice should be had in accustoming 
the eye and ear to the different impressions which objects and 
sounds make under night conditions. Estimation of distance 
by eye and of direction and distance of sounds should be prac- 
ticed. Exercises should be conducted in orientation by means 
of objects whose location has been observed during the day, 
by the stars, and by the use of the compass. The soldier should 
be instructed as to the conduct to be observed in case the enemy 
sets up flares in his vicinity. He must be taught to secure his 
arms and equipment so that they make no noise. 

By the use of colored glasses, night conditions may be simu- 
lated during daylight hours ; this procedure has the advantage 
that it permits the instructor to observe closely the movements 
of the men under instruction. 

160. The soldier should be instructed in the passage of ob- 
stacles, wire cutting, and the laying out of panels. 

SCHOOL OF THE PLATOON. 

161. The platoon at full strength comprises a platoon head- 
quarters and six squads. 

The platoon headquarters comprises one lieutenant (platoon 
leader), one platoon sergeant, two sergeants (platoon guides), 
two corporals, and four privates (runners). 

162. The platoon in line is formed in double rank (Plate I). 
It is divided into squads of four files each, beginning with the 
right flank. Platoons of more than three squads are divided into 
two sections. If the number of squads in the platoon is even, the 
sections comprise an equal number of squads ; if the number of 
squads is odd, the right section is the stronger. 

The two sergeants of platoon headquarters (platoon guides) 
act as section leaders, the two corporals as section guides. 

163. In each platoon, men are arranged as far as practicable 
according to height from right to left, the tallest on the right. 
Departures from this rule are authorized for the purpose of 
assigning men to the duties which they are best fitted to perform 
and in order to maintain the integrity of squads. If any squad 
contains less than six men, it is either increased to that number 
by transfers from other squads or from the privates in the file 
closers, or is broken up and its members assigned to other squads 
and posted in the line of file closers. These squad organizations 
are maintained, by transfers if necessary, until the platoon be- 
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comes so reduced in numbers as to necessitate a new division 
into squads. No squad will contain less than six men. 

For purposes of formation or drill, the runners may be used to 
fill -blank files. 

164. Sections and squads are numbered consecutively from 

right to left in each platoon, and these designations do not 
change. For convenience in giving commands and for reference, 
the designations right, center, and left when in line and leading, 
center, rear, when in column are applied to the actual right, cen- 
ter, left, leading, or rear section or squad. ' 

165. The formations of the platoon are: line, line of sections, 
and columns of squads, twos, or files. The principal close-order 
formations are the line and the column of squads. The line of 
sections is a formation taken preparatory to deployment or for 
purposes of the approach march. 

166. Section drills will be held for the purpose of giving 
section leaders an opportunity to command their sections. 

167. When the platoon is marching on roads or trails, the 
file closers take position at the head or rear of the column as 
directed by the platoon leader. 

CLOSE ORDER. 

Rules. 

168. The platoon executes the halt, rests, facings, steps and 
marchings, manual of arms, loadings and firings, takes intervals 
and distances and assembles, increases and diminishes intervals, 
resumes attention, obliques, resumes the direct march, preserves 
alignments, kneels, lies down, rises, stacks and takes arms, as 
explained in the Schools of the Soldier and the Squad, substitut- 
ing in the commands platoon for squad. 

The same rule applies to sections, detachments, details, etc., 
substituting their designation for squad in the commands. In 
the same manner these execute the movements prescribed for 
the platoon whenever possible, substituting their designations 
for platoon in the commands. 

169. A platoon of less than four squads is led by the platoon 
leader as a single section, but retains the designation of platoon. 
The sergeants assist in fire control ; the other file closers place 
themselves in the skirmish line. 
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170. In section movements, the post of the section guide is at 
the rear of the section. 

171. The guides of a column of squads place themselves on 
the flank opposite the file closers. To change the guides and 
file closers to the other flank, the platoon leader commands : 

1. File closers on left (right) flank, 2. MARCH. The file closers 
dart through the column ; the platoon leader and guides change 
to the other flank. 

In column of squads, each rank preserves the alignment 
toward the side of the guide. 

172. Men in the line of file closers do not execute the load- 
ings or firings. 

Guides and enlisted men in the line of file closers execute 
the manual -of arms during the drill unless specially excused, 
when they remain at the order. During ceremonies they exe- 
cute all movements. Men armed with the automatic rifle do 
not execute the manual of arms at either drills or ceremonies. 

173. In taking intervals and distances, unless otherwise di- 
rected, the right and left guides, at the first command, place 
themselves in the line of file closers, and with them, take a dis- 
tance of 4 paces from the rear rank. In taking intervals, at 
the command march, the file closers face to the flank, and 
each steps off with the file nearest him. In assembling, the 
guides and file closers resume their positions in line. 

174. In movements executed simultaneously by sections (as 
sections, column right), section leaders repeat the preparatory 
command ( column right, etc.), applicable to their respective 
sections. The command of execution is given by the platoon 
leader only. 

Alignments. 

175. The alignments are executed as prescribed in the School 
of the Squad, the guide being established instead of the flnnk 
file. The rear-rank man of the flank file keeps his head and 
eyes to the front and covers his file leader. 

At each alignment the platoon leader places himself in pro- 
longation of the line, 2 paces from and facing the flank toward 
which the dress is made, verifies the alignment, and commands 
FRONT. The rear-rank man and the guide on the flank away 
from the direction of dress do not bring up their arms. 
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Line. 

176. Being in line, to turn the platoon : 1. Platoon right (left), 
2. MARCH, 3. Platoon, 4. HALT ; or, 3. Forward, 4. MARCH. 

At the second command the right-flank man in the front rank 
faces to the right in marching and marks time ; the other front- 
rank men oblique to the right, place themselves abreast of the 
pivot, and mark time. In the rear rank, the third man from 
the right, followed in column by the second and first, moves 
straight to the front until in rear of his front-rank man, when 
all face to the right in marching and mark time ; the remaining 
men of the rear rank move straight to the front 4 paces, oblique 
to the right, place themselves abreast of the third man, cover 
tlieir file leaders, and mark time. The right guide steps back, 
takes post on the flank, and marks time. 

The fourth command is given when the last man arrives on 
the line. 

The command halt may be given at any time after the move- 
ment begins ; only those halt who are in the new position. Each 
of the others halts upon arriving on the line, aligns himself to 
the right, and executes front without command. 

177. Being in line, to change direction: 1. Right (left) turn, 
2. MARCH, 3. Forward, 4. MARCH. 

Executed by each squad as prescribed in the School of the 
Squad, except that the men do not glance toward the marching 
flank and that all take the full step at the fourth command. 
The right guide is the pivot of the front rank. Each rear-rank 
man obliques on the same ground as his file leader. 

178. Being in line, to form column of squads. 

1. Squads right (left), 2. MARCH; or, 1. Squads right (left), 
2. MARCH, 3. Platoon, 4. HALT. 

Executed by each squad as prescribed in the School of the 
Squad. 

The file closers take posts on the pivot flank abreast of and 
4 inches from the nearest rank. 

179. Being in line to form column of squads and change di- 
-reetiflfiihjfe Squads; night (left), column left (right), 2. MARCH; 
:Wi&iiRigbk(hft) by squads, 2. MARCH. 

■gfiil® 3 tth%iftrst case the right squad initiates column left as soon 
a&'jtchhs completed the squad right. 
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In the second case, at the command march, the right squad 
marches forward; the remainder of the platoon executes squads 
right, column left, and follows the right squad. The right 
guide, when he has posted himself in front of the right squad, 
takes four short steps, then resumes the full step; the right 
squad conforms. 

Column of Squads. 

180. Being in column of squads to change direction : 1. Col- 
umn right (left), 2. MARCH. 

At the second command the front rank of the leading squad 
turns to the right on moving pivot as in the School of the 
Squad ; the other ranks, without command, turn successively on 
the same ground and in a similar manner. 

181. Being in column of squads to form line to the front; 1. 
Right (left) front into line, 2. MARCH, 3. Platoon, 4. HALT, 5. 
FRONT. 

At the second command the leading squad moves straight for- 
ward ; the rear squads execute right oblique . 

The command halt is given when the leading squad has ad- 
vanced the desired distance ; it halts; its leader then com- 
mands : Left dress. Each of the rear squads, when opposite its 
place in line, resumes the original direction at the command of 
its leader. Each is halted on the line at the command of its 
leader, who then commands: Left dress. All dress on the first 
squad in line. 

182. Being in column of squads to form line to a flank: 

Squads right (left), 2. MARCH. 

Executed by each squad as described in the School of the 
Squad. 

If the platoon be formed in line toward the side of the file 
closers they dart through the column and take posts in rear of 
the platoon at the second command. , 

183. Being in column of squads, to form line on right or left: 

1. On right (left) into line, 2. MARCH, 8. Platoon, 4. HALT, 5. 
FRONT. i - — i gfli. d As . _ 

At the first command the leader of tlii® l©k®h| sqUdtDi&am- 
mands: Right turn. The leaders of the other' 5 ! : 

Forward, if at a halt. At the second commandritfhe-dteading 
squad turns to the right on moving pivot. The comm'aiMld/d*/£ is 
given when the leading squad has advanced the desired distance 
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in the new direction. It halts; its leader then commands: 

Right dress. 

The squads in rear continue to march straight to the front; 
each, when opposite the right of its place in line, executes right 
turn at the command of its leader. Each is halted on the line at 
the command of its leader, who then commands: Right dress. 
All dress on the first squad in line. 

If executed in double time, the leading squad marches in dou- 
ble time until halted. 

184. Being in column of squads, to form line of sections to 
the. right (left) : 1 . Sections, column right (left), 2. MARCH. 

Executed by each section as described for the platoon. 

185. Being in column of squads, to form line of sections to 
the front: 1. Line of sections (so many paces), 2. Right (left), 3. 
MARCH, 4. Platoon, 5. HALT. 

At the third command, the leading section moves straight to 
the front or in the direction indicated by the platoon leader ; it 
halts at the fifth command. The rear section is conducted in 
column of squads on the indicated flank and halted at the pre- 
scribed interval abreast of the leading section ; if no interval 
be indicated in the command, it forms at section frontage from 
the leading section. 

Line of Sections. 

186. Being in line of sections, to change direction: 1. Platoon 
right (left), 2. MARCH, 3, Platoon, 4. HALT. 

The right section changes direction to the right ; the other 
section is conducted by the shortest line to its place abreast of 
the right section. 

The fourth command is given when the right section has ad- 
vanced the desired distance in the new direction ; that section 
halts ; the other section halts upon arriving on the line. 

187. Being in line of sections, to form column of squads to 
the front: 1. Column of squads first (second), section, forward, 2. 
MARCH. 

The indicated section moves forward ; the other section is 
conducted by its leader in rear of the indicated section. 

188. Being in line of sections, to form column of squads to 
a flank: 1. Sections, column right, 2. MARCH. 

Executed by each section as prescribed for the platoon. 
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Facing or Marching to the Rear. 

189. Being in line, line of sections, or column of squads, to 
face or march to the rear : 1. Squads right (left) about, 2. MARCH ; 
or, 1 . Squads right (left) about, 2. MARCH, 3. Platoon, 4. HALT. 

Executed by each squad as described in the School of the 
Squad. 

If the platoon or section be in column of squads, the file 
closers turn about toward the column and take their posts ; if 
the platoon be in line, each darts through the nearest interval 
between squads. 

190. To march to the rear for a few paces : 1. About, 2. FACE, 
3. Forward, 4. MARCH. 

If in line, the guides place themselves in the rear rank, now 
the front rank ; the file closers, on facing about, maintain their 
relative positions. No other movement is executed until the 
line is faced to the original front. 

At Ease and Route Step. 

191. The column of squads is the habitual column of route, 
but route step and at ease are applicable to any marching forma- 
tion. 

192. To march in route step: 1. Route step, 2. MARCH. 

The men carry their pieces at will, keeping the muzzles ele- 
vated ; they are not required to preserve silence, nor to keep the 
step. The ranks cover and preserve their distance. If halted 
from route step, the men stand at rest. 

193. To march at ease: 1. At ease, 2. MARCH. 

The platoon marches as in route step, except that silence is 
preserved ; when halted, the men remain at ease. 

194. Marching in route step or at ease: 1. Platoon, 2. ATTEN- 
TION. 

At the command attention, the pieces are brought to the right 
shoulder and the cadenced step in quick time is resumed. 

To Diminish the Front of a Column of Squads. 

195. Being in column of squads: 1. Right (left) by twos, 2. 
MARCH. 

At the command march, all files except the two right files of 
the leading squad execute in place halt; the two left files of the 
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leading squad oblique to the right when disengaged and follow 
the right files at the shortest practicable distance. The remain- 
ing squads follow successively in like manner. 

196. Being in column of squads or twos: 1. Eight (left) by 
file , 2. MARCH. 

At the command march, all files execute in place halt except 
the right file of the leading two or squad. The left file or files 
of the leading two or squad oblique successively to the right 
when disengaged, and each follows the file on its right at the 
shortest practicable distance. The remaining twos or squads 
follow successively in like manner. 

197. Being in column of files or twos, to form column of 
squads; or, being in column of files, to form column of twos: 
1. Squads (twos), right (left) front into line, 2. MARCH. 

At the command march the leading file or files halt. The 
remainder of the squad, or two, obliques to the right and halts 
on line with the leading file or files. The remaining squads or 
twos close up and successively form in rear of the first in like 
manner. 

The movement described in this paragraph will be ordered 
right or left, so as to restore the files to their normal relative 
positions in the two or squad. 

198. The movements prescribed in the three preceding para- 
graphs are difficult of execution at attention and have no value 
as disciplinary exercises. 

199. Marching by twos or files cannot be executed without 
serious delay and waste of road space. Every reasonable pre- 
caution will be taken to obviate the necessity for these forma- 
tions in route columns. They find their principal application 
as approach formations in the zone of hostile artillery fire. 

EXTENDED ORDER. 

Rules for Deployment. 

200. All deployments are executed from column of squads, 
twos, or files, or from section or squad columns. 

201. The platoon must be so instructed that it is able to 
deploy in any direction, in silence, and in order. 

202. The direction may be designated prior to deployment, at 
the same time as the command for deployment, or after comple- 
tion of the deployment. The direction may be indicated by 
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designating a prominent point of the terrain (e. g., windmill, 
building, lone tree) or by signal. If the deployment is to be 
made in a direction varying greatly from the direction of the 
advance, the platoon must change direction before deploying. 
If no direction be designated, the platoon deploys straight to 
the front. Where an advance is to take place on assigned 
direction lines for long-continued periods, a distant direction 
point and compass bearings are designated after deployment. 

203. The leading squad is the base of deployment. It re- 
mains the base of movement after deployment, unless another 
squad is designated by the platoon leader. In the base- platoon 
of the company, the center squad of the leading wave is ordi- 
narily designated as the base of the platoon ; in other platoons, 
the base squad is, as a rule, the squad on the flank toward the 
base platoon of the company. 

204. Deployed platoons preserve a general alignment toward, 
and maintain interval from, the base squad within their re- 
spective fronts ; individuals or squads march so as best to secure 
cover or facilitate. the advance. Where distant direction points 
and compass bearings have been designated, each platoon 
marches in the designated direction, selecting successive points 
on the compass bearing or in line with the distant direction 
point, and moves abreast of the base platoon ; intervals are 
automatically preserved by observance of the assigned direction. 
Any discrepancy in direction is, however, adjusted on the base 
platoon. Where it is impracticable to assign direction lines 
for long periods in advance, as will ordinarily be the case in 
open warfare, both intervals and progress will be adjusted on 
the base platoon. 

205. Except in case of darkness or heavy fog, platoon and sec- 
tion leaders deploy, assemble, and maneuver their units as far 
as practicable by arm signals. 

Whistle signals must be sparingly used. When employed 
preliminary to a command during the advance into action, they 
give warning to the enemy of our approach, and when used to 
initiate a rush in the presence of the enemy, they betray to him 
the fact that a movement is about to commence. In general, 
their use should be limited to moments during the fire fight when 
on account of the noise of battle, it is impossible to attract 
the attention of the skirmishers by other means. -/ 

The habitual use of the whistle^as a preliminary to a com- 
mand is prohibited. 
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206. A deployed platoon or section advances, halts, moves 
by the flank or to the rear, obliques, resumes the direct march, 
passes from quick to double time and the reverse by the same 
commands and in a similar manner as in close order; if at a 
halt, the movement by the flank or to the rear is executed by the. 
same commands as when marching. Changes in the direction 
of march are usually effected by the assignment of a new march 
direction to the base squad ; skirmishers place themselves on 
the new front by gradual obliques and by opening out from, or 
closing in on, the base. 

Movement may be interrupted by the commands halt, He 
down, or range. On halting, a deployed line faces to the front 
(direction of the enemy) in all cases. If halted by the com- 
mand lie down, skirmishers take cover; if halted by the com- 
mand range (or battle sight), they occupy a position on ap- 
proximate line with the platoon leader and place themselves in 
instant readiness for firing. 

207. At the command for deployment, runners join the pla- 
toon leader; when the platoon deploys as an element in the 
combat formation of the company, one runner joins the captain. 
When the platoon is in movement, the platoon leader is always 
on the side of the platoon toward the enemy. When the platoon 
is halted in a firing position, he is either in the skirmish line 
or in rear of it ; when otherwise halted, he remains in front 
of his platoon. He is not bound to a fixed post in front of his 
platoon but must not move so far to the front as to lose control 
over it. The post of the platoon sergeant is in rear of the center 
of the leading wave. During forward or flank movements, 
section leaders are on the side of the section toward the enemy. 
During movements -to the rear, they are on the Side opposite 
to the enemy. When their sections are halted in a firing posi- 
tion, they are either in the skirmish line or in rear of it. When 
otherwise halted, they are in front of their sections. Section 
guides are always on the side of the section opposite to the 
enemy, generally near the center of their sections. 

208. In each squad, two selected men are especially trained 
as scouts ; of these, one man is permanently designated as scout. 
Scouts move out in front of their sections and cover the advance 

; when so directed by the platoon leader ; when necessary, they 
may be reinforced by the alternate scout of one or more squads. 
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When scouts are sent out to a considerable distance (300-500 
yards) in front of the platoon, they should operate as a patrol 
deployed at wide intervals, under a designated leader. 

200. The assembly formation is always column of squads 
unless otherwise directed by the platoon leader. 

Deployment. 

210. Being in column of squads, twos, or files, or section 
columns, to deploy as skirmishers : 

1. 4s skirmishers, 2. MARCH. 

The corporal of the leading squad moves in quick time straight 
to the front or in the direction indicated by the platoon leader. 
The leading squad deploys abreast of its corporal (paragraph 
124). The center and rear squads of the leading section de- 
ploy abreast of the leading squad, the center squad on its right, 
the rear squad on its left, men running individually toward 
their places on the line as soon as disengaged from column. If 
the leading section consists of only two squads, the rear squad 
deploys on the right of the leading squad. 

The rear section deploys abreast of its leading squad and 
parallel to the line of the leading section as described for that 
section, the leading squad deploying in place. Unless otherwise 
directed by the platoon leader, the rear section gains a distance 
of approximately fifty paces from the leading section, standing 
fast or moving to the rear after deployment if necessary ; if 
the platoon advances, the rear section follows the leading sec- 
tion, modifying its distance as required by considerations of 
cover. ■ • • ' - 

The platoon sergeant, section leaders and guides, and runners 
take their prescribed posts. 

Scouts of the leading section move forward 150 yards (or a 
specially designated distance or to a specially designated 
line) in front of their sections when so directed by the platoon 
leader (“ Scouts out ”). 

Squads may be deployed on one flank only of the leading squad 
of each section by the command: 1. As skirmishers, right (left), 
2. MARCH. Executed as above described except that in each 
section the squads in rear of the leading squad of each section 
deploy on the right and abreast of the leading squad of the 
section. 
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One section only may be deployed by the command : 

1. (Such) Section, 2. As skirmishers (right, left), 3. MARCH. 

Executed by the designated section as above described for 
the leading section . 

211. Being in column of squads, twos, or files, to deploy in 
line of squad columns : 

1. Squad columns, 2. MARCH, or 1. Squad columns, right (left), 
2. MARCH. 

Executed as prescribed in paragraph 210, except that each 
squad if not already in column of files, executes left by file and 
follows its leader ; leaders of squads in rear of the leading squad 
of each section conduct their squads in double time to their 
places abreast of the leading squad of the section. 

The formation in line of squad columns may be combined with 
line of skirmishers by appropriate commands ; example : 1. First 
Section, as skirmishers, 2. Second Section, squad columns, 3. MARCH. 

Distance between men in squad columns is such as will permit 
ease in marching. 

212. Section columns are sections in column of twos ; the sec- 
tions are disposed with reference to each other abreast, in 
column with distance between sections, in echelon, or other 
formation required by the terrain or available cover, as directed 
by the platoon leader. When section or squad columns are 
formed in echelon or other irregular formation, they regulate 
their march on the most advanced unit. 

Section columns may be formed from close-order formation 
by forming column of twos in accordance with the principles of 
close order and disposing the sections in such manner as the 
situation may require. If the sections are to be disposed 
abreast, the platoon should be formed in line of sections as 
described in paragraphs 184 and 185. Easy marching distances 
between men in section columns are maintained. 

213. Being in skirmish line, to form line of squad columns: 

1. Squad columns, 2. MARCH. 

Each squad leader moves to the front ; the members of each 
squad oblique at a run toward their squad leader and follow 
him in single file at easy marching distances. 
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214.. Being in line of squad columns, to form line of skirm- 
ishers : 

1. As skirmishers, 2. MARCH. 

Each squad deploys, the skirmishers forming in the same 
relative order as in deployment from close-order formation. 

215. Being in line of skirmishers or squad columns, to form 
section columns : 

1. Section columns, 2. MARCH. 

Section leaders move forward in front of their sections. 
Men move individually at a run toward their section leader and 
assemble by squad in column of twos in his rear, squads in 
the same relative order as in normal formation of the section 
in close order, corporals at the head of their squads. 

Section guides follow in rear of their respective sections to 
insure the prompt and orderly execution of the advance. 

216. Intervals between skirmishers are increased or de- 
creased from or toward the base squad, as described in the 
School of the Squad. 

The Assembly. 

217. Being in skirmish line, to assemble the platoon: 

. The platoon leader takes post at, or designates, the point 
at which the platoon is to assemble and signals : 

1. Assemble, 2. MARCH. 

The platoon assembles in column of squads, in the same 
relative order as in the normal formation of the platoon in close 
order (right in front). 

The leading squad assembles as prescribed in the School of 
the Squad at the designated point. Men of other squads move 
individually at a run toward the assembly point, corporals plac- 
ing themselves in their normal position in column of squads 
in rear of the corporal of the leading squad, each squad assem- 
bling on its corporal. Section leaders, guides, and runners 
take their prescribed posts. 

If assembled by squads or sections or in section or squad 
columns, these are conducted to the assembly point and formed 
in their normal relative order by squad or section leaders. 

Sections may be assembled by the command : 

1. Sections, assemble, 2. MARCH. 

Executed by each section as prescribed for the platoon. 
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Squads may be assembled by the command: 

1. Squads, assemble, 2. MARCH. 

Executed by each squad as described in the School of the 
Squad. 

One section or one or more squads may be assembled by the 
command : 

1. (Such) Section (or squad (s)), assemble, 2. MARCH. 

Advance by Rushes. 

218. Being in skirmish line, to advance by rushes: 

The platoon leader indicates the line or cover to be reached, 
if practicable, and commands : 

1. By section (squad, four men, etc.) from the right (left), 2. 
RUSH. 

The leader of the indicated fraction gives the commands : 

1. Cease firing, 2. PREPARE TO RUSH. The men of the fraction 
indicated cease firing, and hold themselves in readiness to spring 
forward instantly, taking care not to betray to the enemy by 
any movement of the body or the rifle the fact that a rush is 
about to take place. Each man takes his rifle in his left 
hand, supports himself on his right hand, draws up the right 
knee close to the body, without raising the trunk from the 
ground. When ready, the leader of the rush commands UP; the 
leader and his men spring to their feet and running at top speed 
gain the new position, where they throw themselves on the 
ground and open fire. The leader of the rush selects the new 
line if it has not been previously designated. 

The first fraction having established itself on the new line, 
the next like fraction is sent forward by its section leader, 
without further command of the platoon leader, and so on, suc- 
cessively, until the entire wave is on the line established by the 
first rush. The platoon leader may direct that successive frac- 
tions execute the rush only upon his signal. 

A rear wave advances to the position vacated by the leading- 
wave, or remains in its original position or otherwise maneuvers 
according to circumstances, as directed by the platoon leader or 
on the initiative of the section leader. 

219. When the leading wave comprises more than one sec- 
tion, the rush of the wave as a whole is conducted by the platoon 
leader, as described for a section in the preceding paragraph. 
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The platoon leader leads the rush ; section leaders lead their 
respective sections. In order to obtain full advantage of the 
effect of surprise, the fraction initiating the rush should be as 
large as possible. 

Advance by Infiltration. 

5320. Being in skirmish line, to cross open, fire-swept areas 
by independent advances of individuals or squads. 

The platoon leader commands : 

1. On (such line e. g., crest, hedge, road, etc.), 2. RE-FORM. 

Each squad leader decides on the best method of reaching the 
designated line, whether by leading the squad as a whole along a 
•covered route or by men working their way forward individually. 

The platoon leader must recover control over his platoon at 
the designated position before attempting a further advance. 

This method of advance finds especial application at long range 
or when the source of hostile fire can not be discovered and 
beaten down. 

FIRE. 

221. Ordinarily, pieces are loaded and extra ammunition is 
issued before the platoon deploys for combat. 

In close order, the platoon executes the firings at the command 
of the platoon leader, who posts himself in rear of the center of 
the platoon. 

Usually, the firings in close order consist of saluting volleys 
only. 

222. When the platoon is deployed, the men execute the fir- 
ings at the command of the platoon leader as long as this is pos- 
sible ; when the platoon is deployed over an extensive front with 
both sections in the first line, firings will ordinarily be executed 
at the command of section leaders. They give such commands 
as are necessary to carry out the platoon leader’s directions, and 
from time to time add such further commands as are necessary 
to continue, correct, and control the fire ordered. 

223. The voice is frequently inadequate for giving commands 
•during fire and must be replaced by signals of such character that 
proper fire control is assured.' To attract attention, signals must 
often be preceded by the whistle signal (short blast ) . A fraction 
of the firing line about to rush should avoid using the whistle 
signal as an aid to cease firing. Officers and men behind the 
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firing line can not ordinarily move freely along the line, but must 
depend on mutual watchfulness and the proper use of the pre- 
scribed signals. All should post themselves so as to see their 
immediate superiors and subordinates. Squad leaders and, when 
necessary, the skirmishers transmit orders along the skirmish 
line by word of mouth, stating the source of the order. 

224. Runners or other designated observers assist the pla- 
toon leader by observing the enemy, the target, and the fire 
effect, by transmitting commands or signals, and by watching 
for signals. 

Ranges. 

225. For convenience of reference, ranges are classified as 
follows : 

0 to 600 yards, close range, 

600 to 1,200 yards, mid range, 

1,200 to 2,000 yards, long range, 

2,000 yards and over, distant range. 

226. During an advance, it is ordinarily impracticable to 
ascertain the effect of rifle fire from observation of the strike 
of the bullets, and to correct the unavoidable errors in range 
estimation at mid and long ranges. On the other hand, the 
close grouping of the fire of machine guns makes practicable the 
observation and correction of their fire. Fire at mid and long 
ranges during an advance should therefore be reserved to the 
machine guns, except where especially favorable targets such 
as bodies of hostile troops in close order offer themselves. 

On the defensive, more accurate knowledge of ranges will 
permit of effective rifle fire at mid ranges. 

Classes of Fire. 

227. Volley fire has limited application. In defense, it may 
be used in the early stages of the action, if the enemy presents 
a large, compact target. It may be used by troops executing 
fire of position. When the ground near the target is such that 
the strike of bullets can be seen from the firing line, ranging 
volleys may be used to correct the sight setting. 

In combat, volley firing is executed habitually by platoon or 
section. 
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228. Fire at will is the class of fire normally employed in 
attack and defense. 

229. Clip fire has limited application. It is principally used ; 
(1) In the early stages of combat, to steady the men by 
habituating them to brief pauses in firing; (2) to produce a 
short burst of fire. 

The Target. 

230. Where practicable, the captain distributes the objective 
among his platoons at the initial firing position.' Otherwise, 
each platoon leader takes as his target that part of the com- 
pany objective which corresponds to his position in the com- 
pany. 

231. The platoon will, however, be able to limit its fire to 
its assigned objective in rare cases. Inequality in the advance 
of different units will expose the flanks of advanced elements 
to enfilade fire. Points of resistance on the flanks must be 
dealt with by the flank elements, particularly the automatic 
rifles, and by units from the second wave. Mutual support of 
adjacent platoons will also require fire on objectives of other 
units. Wherever, practicable, the platoon leader will assign 
such objectives to flank elements of his platoon or to units of 
the second wave ; when necessary, squad or section leaders act 
on their own initiative. 

Fire Control. 

232. The platoon leader selects the target, announces the 
range, and gives the commands for opening fire as long as this 
is possible in combat. When the ability of the platoon leader 
to control the fire of his platoon ceases, section and squad 
leaders control the fire of their units on their own initiative. 

233. As long as the platoon leader retains power to control 
the fire of his platoon, it is the duty of section leaders to observe 
the target and remain on the alert for the platoon leaders com- 
mands or signals ; they observe and regulate the rate of fire. 
Section guides watch the firing line and check every breach 
of fire discipline. Squad leaders transmit commands and sig- 
nals, when necessary, observe the conduct of their squads, assist 
in enforcing fire discipline, and participate in the firing. 

Fire control implies the ability to open simultaneous fire, to 
stop firing, change the sight setting and target, and resume a 
well-directed fire. 
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Fire Discipline. 

234. Fire discipline implies the exact execution of orders and 
careful observance of instructions relative to the use of the 
rifle and to conduct in action. It implies care in sight setting, 
aim, trigger squeeze, constant observation of the enemy, close 
attention to the leader,- independent increase in the rate of fire 
when the target becomes more favorable, cessation of fire when 
the enemy disappears, and economy in ammunition. It also 
implies that when the fire control of leaders becomes imprac- 
ticable, each man will act on his own initiative and select sight 
setting and target independently. To stimulate the initiative 
of the skirmishers, frequent exercises in which leaders are lack- 
ing should be carried out. 

235. In an advance by rushes, leaders of troops in firing posi- 
tions are responsible for the delivery of heavy fire to cover the 
advance of each rushing fraction. Troops are trained to change 
slightly the direction of fire so as not to endanger the flanks of 
the advanced portions of the firing line. 

236. In defense, when the target disappears behind cover, 
platoon leaders suspend fire, prepare their platoons to fire upon 
the point where it is expected to reappear, and greet its reap- 
pearance instantly with vigorous fire. 

SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY. 

237. From the viewpoint of training the captain is the most 
important commander of the arm upon which the decision in 
battle depends, the infantry. It is his task to develop in his 
men patriotism, soldierly virtues, and the desire to close with the 
enemy. He must make his men efficient fighters, and his platoon 
leaders and noncommissioned officers capable and aggressive 
leaders. 

238. The captain is responsible for the theoretical and prac- 
tical instruction of his officers and noncommissioned officers, not 
only in the duties of their respective grades but in those of the 
next higher grades. 

He must be careful not to curtail the initiative of his subordi- 
nates by unnecessary interference. In general, while giving them 
thorough instruction in the methods of training and command, 

136655°— 19 5 
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lie should accord them the same degree of initiative in the per- 
formance of tasks that he will be compelled to give them in the 
execution of combat missions. 

* 239. The company at full strength comprises four platoons 

of six squads each and company headquarters. 1 This organiza- 
tion will be maintained until the number of complete squads in 
the company falls below twelve. A company of less than 12 and 
more than 8 squads will be organized into 3 platoons ; one of less 
than 9 and more than 5 squads into two platoons. Within these 
limits, the permanency of platoons will be maintained and trans- 
fers of personnel between platoons avoided as far as practicable. 

The administration of the interior economy of the company 
will be based upon platoon and squad organization. 

240. The formations of the company are: line, column of 
platoons (at full distance or in close column), line of platoons 
(at full or close intervals), and column of squads. Of these 
formations, the first two are assembly, ceremonial, and drill 
formations ; they have no application to field service or deploy- 

. ments. In close-order drill, the formation in line is exceptional ; 
column of platoons will be habitually employed for drilling troops 
in marching in line. The column of squads and line of platoons 
(modified according to conditions) are employed on the march, 
in the advance into action, and in deployments for attack or 
defense. 

241. The company assembles in formation, .in line or close 
column of platoons, as directed by the captain or higher com- 
manders (Plates II and III). 

242. At the formation of the company in line, the platoons 
are numbered consecutively from right to left, and these desig- 
nations do not change. 

For convenience in giving commands and for reference, the 
designations, right, center, left, when in line, and leading, center, 
rear, when in column, are applied to platoons. These designa- 
tions apply to the actual right, left, center, head, or rear, in 
whatever direction the company may be facing. The center 
platoon is the actual center or right center platoon of the com- 
pany. The designation “ So-and-so’s ” platoon may also be used. 



1 See Plate II. 
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243. Lieutenants are assigned as follows: 

Senior first lieutenant, second in command. 

Second senior first lieutenant, commanding first platoon. 

Junior first lieutenant, commanding fourth platoon. 

Senior second lieutenant, commanding second platoon. 

Junior second lieutenant, commanding third platoon. 

The four senior duty sergeants are assigned as assistant 
platoon leaders, one with each platoon, and are designated as 
platoon sergeants. The next in rank are assigned as guides, two 
to each platoon; in section movements and in extended order, 
they command sections. 

The first sergeant, supply sergeant, and mess sergeant are not 
assigned as guides. 

244. The company headquarters detachment is formed by 
the senior noncommissioned officer or private present, in the 
position shown in the plates. For purposes of instruction, 
members of the detachment may be attached to a platoon and 
with the platoon runners temporarily organized into an extra 
squad. Such attachment must not affect the permanent squad 
organization of the platoon. 

245. A company of less than six squads is led by the captain 
as a single platoon, but retains the designation of company. 
The lieutenants and first sergeant command sections or assist 
in fire control ; the other sergeants place themselves in the firing 
line as skirmishers. 

CLOSE ORDER. 

Rules. 

246. Platoon leaders repeat such preparatory commands as 
are to be immediately executed by their platoons, as forward, 
squads right, etc. ; the men execute the commands march, halt, 
etc., if applying to their platoons, when given by the captain. In 
movements executed in route step or at ease, the platoon leaders 
repeat the command of execution, if necessary. Platoon leaders 
do not repeat the captain’s commands in executing the manual 
of arms, nor those commands which are not essential to the exe- 
cution of a movement by their platoons, as column! of squads, 
first platoon, squads right, etc. In giving commands or cautions, 
platoon leaders may prefix the number of their platoons, as first 
platoon, HALT; second platoon, squads*right, etc. 
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247. At the command guide center (right or left), platoon 
leaders command : Guide right or left, according to the positions 
of their platoons. Guide center designates the left guide of the 
center platoon. 

248. When the platoons are to be dressed, platoon leaders 
place themselves on that flank toward which the dress is to be 
made as follows: 

The company in line: Beside the guide (or the flank file of 
the front rank, if the guide is not in line) and facing to the 
front. 

The company in column of platoons : Two paces from the 
guide, in prolongation of and facing down the line. 

Each platoon leader, after dressing his platoon, commands: 
FRONT, and takes his post. 

The company being in line and unless otherwise prescribed, 
at the platoon leader’s command dress, or at the command 
halt, when it is prescribed that the platoon shall dress, the 
guide on the flank away from the point of rest, with his piece at 
right shoulder dresses promptly on the platoon leader and the 
platoons beyond. During the dress, he moves, if necessary, to 
the right and left only ; the platoon leader dresses the platoon 
on the line thus established. The guide takes the position of 
order arms at the command front. 

249. The company executes the halt, rests, facings, steps and 
marchings, manual of arms, resumes attention, kneels, lies down, 
rises, stacks and takes arms, as explained in the Schools of the 
Soldier and Squad, substituting in the commands company for 
squad. 

The company executes squads right (left), squads right (left) 
about, route step and at ease, and obliques and resumes the 
direct march, as explained in the School of the Platoon. 

250. The company in column of squads, twos, or files changes 
direction, in column of squads forms column of twos or files 
and re-forms columns of twos or squads, as explained in the 
School of the Platoon. 

251. When the formation admits of the simultaneous exe- 
cution by platoons of movements in the School of the Platoon, 
the captain may cause such movement to be executed by pre- 
fixing, when necessary, platoons to the commands prescribed 
therein: as 1. Platoons, right front into line, 2. MARCH. To 
complete such simultaneous movements the commands halt or 
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march, if prescribed, are given by the captain. The command 
front when prescribed, is given by the platoon leaders. 

252. The company as a unit executes the loading and firings 
only in firing saluting volleys. The commands are as for the 
platoon, substituting company for platoon. At the first command 
for loading, platoon leaders take post in rear of the center of 
their respective platoons. At the conclusion of the firing they 
resume their posts in line. 

On other occasions, when firing in close order is necessary, 
it is executed by platoons or other subdivisions under instruc- 
tions from the captain. , 

To Form the Company. 

253. The first sergeant takes position 6 paces in front of 
the point where the center of the company is to be, faces it, 
and commands: FALL IN. 

The right guide of the first platoon places himself, facing 
to the front, where the right of the platoon is to rest, and at 
such point that the center of the company or the leading 
platoon will be 6 paces from and opposite the first sergeant; 
right guides of other platoons place themselves successively at 
prescribed interval or distance from the right guide of the 
first platoon; platoon sergeants take post 3 paces in front of 
the point where the center of their platoons will be ; the 
platoons form in their proper places, superintended by the 
platoon sergeants and guides. ( See plates. ) 

The platoon sergeants then command : REPORT. Remaining 
in position at the order, the squad leaders, in succession from 
the right, in each platoon, salute and report: “All present"; 
or “ Private(s) — absent." The platoon sergeants do not re- 
turn the salutes of the squad leaders ; they then command: 
1. Inspection, 2. ARMS, 3. Order, 4. ARMS, face about, and 
at the command report, given by first sergeant, salute the first 
sergeant and, beginning with the first platoon, successively 
report: “(First, second, etc.) Platoon, present or accounted for!' 
or the number of unauthorized absentees. 

All platoons and the headquarters detachment having re- 
ported, the first sergeant commands: POSTS, and the platoon 
sergeants take posts. The first sergeant then faces about, 
salutes the captain, and reports: “ Sir, all present or accounted 
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for," or "Sir, — men are absent," and without command takes 
his post. 

The first sergeant returns the salute of the platoon sergeants. 

If the platoons can not be formed by squads, the platoon 
sergeant commands: 1. Inspection, 2. ARMS, 3. Right shoulder, 
4. ARMS, and calls the roll. Each man, as his name is called, 
answers here and executes order arms. The platoon sergeant 
then effects the division into squads and reports the platoon 
as prescribed above. 

The captain places himself 12 paces in front of the center 
of, and facing, the company or the leading platoon in time to 
receive the report of the first sergeant, whose salute he returns. 

The platoon leaders take their posts when the first sergeant 
has reported. 

The noncommissioned officer or private in charge of the 
company headquarters detachment forms the detachment and 
reports as prescribed for the platoon sergeants. 

The company, not under arms, is formed in like manner, 
omitting reference to arms. 

To Dismiss the Company. 

254. Being in line or close column at a halt, the captain 
directs the first sergeant: Dismiss the company. The officers 
fall out ; the first sergeant moves 6 paces in front of the center 
of the company or the leading platoon, salutes, faces toward 
the company, and commands: 1. Inspection, 2. ARMS, 3. Port, 
4. ARMS, 5. DISMISSED. 

The captain returns the salute of the first sergeant. 

Dismissal may also take place by directions to the platoon 
leaders; the captain commands: Dismiss your platoons. Each 
platoon is then dismissed as described for the company, the 
platoon sergeant performing the duties described for the first 
sergeant. The headquarters detachment is dismissed by its 
leader. 

To Rectify the Alignment. 

255. Being in line at a halt, to align the company : 1. Center 
(right or left), 2. DRESS. 

The platoon leaders dress their platoons successively toward 
the center (right or left) guide of the company, each as soon 
as the platoon leader next toward the indicated guide com- 
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mands: Front. The platoon leaders of the center platoons (if 
the dress is center) dress them without waiting for each other. 

256. To give the company a new alignment: 1. Guides center 
(right or left) platoon on the line, 2. Guides on the line, 3. Center 
(right or left), 4. DRESS, 5, Guides, 6. POSTS. 

At the first command the designated guides place themselves 
on the line facing the center (right or left). The captain estab- 
lishes them in the direction he wishes to give the company. 

At the second command the guides of the other platoons take 
posts, facing the center (right or left), so as to prolong the line. 

At the command dress, each platoon leader dresses his platoon 
to the flank toward which the guides of his platoon face. 

At the command posts, given when all platoons have com- 
pleted the dress, the guides return to their posts. 

T o Rectify the Column. 

257. Being in column of platoons or in close column, at a 
halt, if the guides do not cover or have not their proper dis- 
tances, and it is desired to correct them, the captain commands : 

1. Right (left), 2. DRESS. 

Leaders of platoons in rear of the leading platoon place their 
right guides so as to cover at the proper distance ; each platoon 
leader aligns his platoon to the right and commands : FRONT, 

On Right (Left) into Line. 

258. Being in column of squads or platoons: 1. On right (left) 
into line, 2. MARCH, 3. Company, 4. HALT. 

Being in column of squads : At the first command the leader 
of the leading platoon commands: Squads right. If at a halt 
each platoon leader in rear commands: Forward. At the sec- 
ond command the leading platoon marches in line to the right; 
the platoons in rear continue to march to the front and form 
successively on the left, each, when opposite its place, being 
marched in line to the right. 

The fourth command is given when the leading platoon has 
advanced the desired distance in the new direction; it halts 
and is dressed to the right by its leader. The others complete 
the movement, each being halted 1 pace in rear of the line estab- 
lished by the leading platoon, and then dressed to the right. 
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Being in column of platoons : At the first command, the leader 
of the leading platoon commands : Right turn. If at a halt, each 
platoon leader in rear commands : Forward. Each of the pla- 
toon leaders in rear of the leading platoon gives the command : 
1. Right turn; in time to add, 2. MARCH, when his platoon arrives 
opposite the right of its place in line. 

The fourth command is given and the movement completed 
as explained above. 

Whether executed from column of squads or column of pla- 
toons, each platoon leader places himself so as to march beside 
the right guide after his platoon forms line or changes direction 
to the right. 

If executed in double time, the leading platoon marches in 
double time until halted. 



Front into Line. 

259. Being in column of squads or platoons: 1. Right (left) 
front into line, 2. MARCH. 

Being in column of squads : At the first command, the leader 
of the leading platoon commands : Column right; the leaders 
of platoons in rear, column half right. At the second command, 
the leading platoon executes column right, and as the last squad 
completes the change of direction, is formed in line to the left, 
halted, and dressed to the left. Each of the platoons in rear is 
conducted by the most convenient route to the rear of the right 
of the preceding platoon, thence to the right, parallel to and 1 
pace in rear of the new line ; when opposite its place, it is 
formed in line to the left, halted, and dressed to the left. 

Being in column of platoons: If marching, the leader of the 
leading platoon gives the necessary commands to halt his platoon 
at the second command ; if at a halt, the leading platoon stands 
fast. At the first command the leader of each platoon in rear 
commands: Squads right, or Right by squads, and after the 
second command conducts his platoon by the most convenient 
route to its place in line, as described above. 

Whether executed from colmun of squads or column of pla- 
toons, each platoon leader halts when opposite or at the point 
where the left of his platoon is to rest. 




SCHOOL OF THE COMPANY. 75 

To Form Column of Platoons Successively to the Right or Left. 

260. Being in column of squads: 1. Column of platoons, first 
(fourth) platoon, squads right (left), 2. MARCH. 

Tlie leading platoon executes squads right and moves for- 
ward. The other platoons move forward in column of squads 
and successively march in line to the right on the same ground 
as the leading platoon and in such manner that the guide covers 
the guide of the preceding platoon. 

To Form Column of Squads Successively to the Right or Left. 

261. Being in column of platoons : 1. Column of squads, first 
(fourth) platoon, squads right (left), 2. MARCH. 

The leading platoon executes squads right and moves forward. 
The other platoons move forward in column of platoons and 
successively march in column of souads to the right on the same 
ground as the leading platoon. 

To Change Direction. 

262. Being in column of platoons or close column : 1. Column 
right (left), 2. MARCH. 

The leader of the leading platoon commands : Right turn. 

The leading platoon turns to the right on moving pivot, the 
platoon leader adding: 1. Forward, 2. MARCH, upon its comple- 
tion. 

The other platoons march squarely up to the turning point; 
each changes direction by the same commands and means as the 
first and in such manner that the guide covers the guide of the 
preceding platoon. 

263. Being in line of platoons or close line: 1. Company right 
(left), 2. MARCH, 3. Company, 4. HALT. 

The right platoon changes direction to the right; the other 
platoons are conducted by the shortest line to their places 
abreast of the first. 

The fourth command is given -when the right platoon has 
advanced the desired distance in the new direction; that 
platoon halts ; the others halt successively upon arriving on 
the line. '■. 7 * : 
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264. Being in column of squads, the company changes direc- 
tion by the same commands and in the manner prescribed for 
the platoon. 

" Mass Formations. 

265. Being in line of platoons: 1. Close on first (fourth) pla- 
toon, 2. MARCH, 3. Company, 4, HALT. 

At second command, the indicated platoon moves straight 
to the front or in the direction indicated by the captain ; it 
halts at the fourth command. The other platoons are con- 
ducted toward it and successively halted in close line (Plate 
III). 

Being in line or in column of platoons : 1. Close on first 
(fourth) platoon, 2. MARCH. . ' 

At the second command, the indicated platoon halts or stands 
fast. - The other platoons are conducted toward it and are 
halted successively in close column in its rear (Plate III). 

In close column formed from line on the right platoon, the 
left guides cover ; formed on the left platoon, right guides cover. 
If formed from column of platoons, the guide remains as before 
the formation. 

Being in column of squads: 1. Line of platoons (so many 
paces), 2. Right (left), 3. MARCH, 4. Company, 5. HALT. 

At the third command, the leading platoon moves straight to 
the front or in the direction indicated by the captain ; it halts 
at the fifth command. The other platoons are conducted in 
column of squads on the indicated flank and halted successively 
at the prescribed interval abreast of the leading platoon. To 
form close line, an intervale of 7 paces is designated. If no 
interval be designated, the platoons form at intervals of platoon 
frontage plus 5 paces. 

To Extend the Mass. 

266. Being in close column: 1 . Extend on first (fourth) pla- 
toon, 2. MARCH. 

At the second command, the leading platoon moves straight 
to the front. The other platoons halt or stand fast and succes- 
sively move forward in time to follow at full distance. 

The extension is made on the rear platoon only. 

Close column is not extended in double time. 
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Being in close line: 1. Extend on first (fourth) platoon, 2. 
MARCH, 3. Company, 4. HALT. 

At the second command, the indicated platoon moves straight 
to the front or in the direction indicated by the captain. * It 
halts at the fourth command. 

Each of the other platoons is conducted away from the 
indicated platoon and is halted in its proper order in line of 
platoons abreast of the indicated platoon. 

For special purposes, close column or close line may be formed 
or extended at other than normal distance or interval by desig- 
nating the distance or interval (so many paces) after the pre- 
paratory command for closing or extending. 

267. Being in close column: 1. Right (left) front into line, 2. 
MARCH. Executed as from column of platoons. 

268. Being in close column : 1. Column of squads, first ( fourth ) 
platoon, squads right (left), 2. MARCH. 

The designated platoon marches jn column of squads to the 
right. Each of the other platoons executes the same movement 
in time to follow the preceding platoon in column. 

269. Being in close line: 1. Column of squads, first (fourth } 
platoon, forward, 2. MARCH. 

The designated platoon moves forward. The other platoons 
(halting if in march) successively take up the march and follow 
In column. 

Route Step and At Ease. 

270. The company marches in route step and at ease as pre- 
scribed in the School of the Platoon. When marching in column 
of platoons, the guides maintain the trace and distance. In 
route marches, file closers march at the head, or in rear, of 
their platoons or the company. 

Assembly. 

271. The company being wholly or partially deployed, or the 
platoons being separated: 1. Assemble, 2. MARCH. 

The captain places himself opposite to or designates the ele- 
ment or point on which the company is to assemble. Platoons 
are assembled and marched to the indicated point. As the 
platoons arrive, the captain indicates the formation to be taken. 
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THE BATTALION. 

272. The battalion being purely a tactical unit, the major’s 
duties are primarily those of an instructor in tactics and of a 
tactical commander. He is responsible for the theoretical and 
practical training of the battalion. He supervises the training 
of the companies of the battalion with a view to insuring the 
thoroughness and uniformity of their instruction. 

In the instruction of the battalion as a whole, his efforts will 
be directed chiefly, to the development of tactical efficiency, de- 
voting only such time to the mechanism of drill and to the cere- 
monies as may be necessary in order to insure precision, smart- 
ness, and proper control. 

273. The formations of the battalion (Plate IY) are: line 
(companies in line), line of close columns (companies in close 
column), dose column (companies in close column), close line 
(companies in close line), column of close lines (companies in 
close line), and column of squads. 

The column of squads is the only formation that has any 
application in campaign. It is extended for approach march 
or combat in the formation required by the situation. 

The formation in line is employed only for ceremonies in 
which a single battalion participates. 

For ceremonies involving two or more battalions, the bat- 
talion is formed in line of close columns, close column, close line, 
or colmun of close lines. 

274=. The companies are generally arranged from right to 
left according to the rank of their commanding officers. The 
arrangement of the companies may be varied by the major or 
higher commanders. 

After the battalion is formed, no cognizance is taken of the 
relative order of the companies. 

275. In whatever direction the battalion faces, the companies 
are designated numerically from right to left in line, and from 
head to rear in column, first company, second company, etc. 

The terms right and left apply to actual right and left as 
the line faces ; if the about by squads be executed when in line, 
the right company becomes the left company and the right 
center becomes the left center company. 
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The designation, center company, indicates the right center 
or the actual center company according as the number of com- 
panies is even or odd. 

276. The band and other special units, when attached to the 
battalion, take the same' post with respect to it as if it were 
the nearest battalion shown in Plate Y. 

277. The major either gives his. command or orders orally, 
by bugle, or by signal, or communicates them by staff officers or 
orderlies. 

Each captain gives the appropriate commands or orders, and 
in close-order movements, causes his company to execute the 
necessary movements at his command of execution. Each cap- 
tain ordinarily moves his company from one formation to an- 
other in column of squads, in the most convenient manner, and, 
in the presence of the enemy, in the most direct manner con- 
sistent with cover. 

278. Except at ceremonies, or when rendering honors, or 
when otherwise directed, after the battalion is formed, the com- 
panies march and stand at ease during subsequent movements. 

279. For ordinary purposes, other than ceremonies, the bat- 
talion is formed in column of squads. For special reasons, a 
different formation may be prescribed by the major. 

The adjutant informs the captains what the formation is to 
be. The companies and special units having been formed, the 
adjutant takes post. Adjutant’s call is sounded, or the adjutant 
signals assemble. 

If forming in column of squads, the adjutant posts himself 
so as to be facing the column when formed, and 6 paces in 
front of the place to be occupied by the leading guide of the 
battalion. 

The companies are halted, at attention, in column of squads 
successively from the front in their proper order and places. 
The band,, if present, takes its place when the leading company 
has halted. Other special units take their places in turn when 
the rear company has halted. 

Each captain, when his company is in place, salutes the ad- 
jutant and commands : At ease ; the adjutant returns the salutes. 
When all have saluted, the adjutant rides to the major, reports : 
Sir, the battalion is formed, and takes his post. 

280. For battalion ceremonies, or when directed, the battalion 
is formed in line or line of close column. 
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The adjutant posts himself so as to be 6 paces to the right 
of the right company, or leading platoon of the right company, 
when the battalion is formed, and faces in the direction in which 
the line is to extend. Adjutant’s call is sounded; the band 
plays if present. As soon as the right company has been aligned, 
the adjutant takes post facing the battalion midway between 
the post of the major and the center of the battalion. 

The companies, arriving from the rear, each in line or close 
column, as the case may be, are halted on the line successively 
from right to left in their proper order and places. Upon 
halting, each captain commands : 1. Right, 2. DRESS. 

The band is posted by the adjutant. It ceases to play when 
the left company has halted. 

The major and those who accompany him take post. 

When all parts of the line have been dressed, and officers 
and, all others have reached their posts, the adjutant commands: 
1. Present, 2. ARMS. He then turns about and reports to the 
major: Sir, the battalion is formed; the major directs the adju- 
tant: Take your post, Sir, and brings the battalion to the order. 
The adjutant takes his post, passing to the right of the major. 

To Dismiss the Battalion. 

281. Dismiss your companies. Staff and noncommissioned 

staff officers fall out; each captain marches his company off 
and dismisses it. 

Movements of the Battalion. 

282. The column of squads is the usual column of march. To 
shorten the column, if conditions permit, a double column of 
squads may be used, the platoons of each company marching 
abreast in two columns. Preliminary to an engagement, the 
battalion or its, units will be placed in the formation best suited 
for its subsequent tactical employment. 

283. The battalion does not engage in prescribed drills. To 
assume any formation, the major indicates to the captains the 
character of the formation desired, the order of the companies, 
and the point of rest. Each company is conducted by its captain 
and is placed in its proper order in the formation by the most 
convenient means and route. 
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Having halted in a formation, no movements for the purpose of 
correcting minor discrepancies in alignments, intervals, or dis- 
tances are made unless specially directed by the major or neces- 
sitated by the conditions of cover. 

The major may employ the commands prescribed in the Schools 
of the Soldier, the Squad, the Platoon, and the Company where 
applicable; proper substitutions in the designation of the units 
are made when necessary. 

THE BEGrIMENT. 

284. These regulations are applicable to the battalions of the 
regiment. Special units, such as band, headquarters company, 
machine-gun company, and supply company, have special forma- 
tions for their own use ; they conform to the movements of the 
battalions unless otherwise prescribed. 

285. The colonel is responsible for the theoretical instruction 
and practical training of the regiment as a whole. Under his 
immediate supervision, the training of the units of the regiment 
is conducted by their respective commanders. 

286. The colonel gives his commands or orders verbally, 
in writing, by bugle, by signal, or communicates them by staff 
officers or orderlies. Battalion and special-unit commanders 
move their commands from one formation to another in the most 
convenient manner, subject to the considerations of the situation 
and terrain. 

287. During ceremonies, the lieutenant colonel is posted two 
paces to the left of, and one pace less advanced, than the colonel. 
At other times he takes position as directed by the colonel. 

288. In whatever formation the regiment may be, the battal- 
ions retain their permanent administrative designations of first, 
second, third battalion. For convenience, they may be desig- 
nated, when in line, as right, center, or left battalion; when in 
column, as leading, center, or rear battalion. These designations 
apply to the actual positions of the battalions in line or column. 

289. Except at ceremonies, or when rendering honors, or 
when otherwise directed, battalions and special units march 
at ease or at route step and stand at ease or at rest. 

290. Unless otherwise directed, the battalions are posted 
from right to left, or from head to rear, according to the rank 
of the battalion commanders, the senior on the right or at the 
head. 
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291. The formations of the regiment (Plate V) are: line of 
masses (battalions in line of close columns), line of battalion 
columns (battalions in close column), column of masses (bat- 
talions in line of close columns), column of battalion close lines 
(battalions in close line), and line of battalions in column of 
company close lines. 

Of these formations, the column of squads is the only one 
that has any application in campaign. The battalions are 
extended and deployed in special formations required by the 
situation. 

The line of masses is the ordinary formation for regimental 
ceremonies. 

The line of battalion columns, column of masses, column of 
battalion close lines, and line of battalions in column of com- 
pany close lines are employed in ceremonies of large commands 
(see paragraph 582). These formations are described for con- 
venience in designating the method of forming large commands 
for ceremonies and for reference when required. They have no 
other value. 

292. The regiment does not engage in prescribed drills. It 
engages in route marches and battle or other tactical exercises. 
These are conducted pursuant to orders formulated to suit the 
conditions of the exercise. To assume any formation, the col- 
onel indicates to the battalion and special-unit commanders the 
dispositions desired. The latter then move their commands by 
the most suitable means and route, and dispose them as 
ordered. 

293. The column of squads is the usual column of march; 
to shorten the column, if conditions permit, a double column 
of squads may be used, the platoons of each company march- 
ing abreast in two columns. Preliminary to an engagement, 
the regiment or its units will be placed in the formation best 
suited to its subsequent tactical employment. 

294. Route marches will not be preceded by a formal assem- 
bly of the regiment. Battalion and special-unit commanders 
will be informed of the hour of starting and the initial point, 
and will be responsible for having their commands in readiness 
to take their places in the column at the prescribed time and 
place. A calculation of the elements of time and space will 
enable commanders to determine when their commands must 
leave their quarters, camp, or billets, in order to reach the 
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initial point at the proper time. All commanders are strictly 
enjoined against ordering an assembly at such hour as will 
entail any considerable waiting in ranks, either before or after 
arrival at the initial point. 

295. For regimental ceremonies, the regiment is formed in 
line of masses. 

The adjutant posts himself so as to be 6 paces to the right 
of the right company of the right battalion when the regiment 
is formed and faces in the direction in which the line is to ex- 
tend. Adjutant’s call is sounded; the band plays. 

The adjutant indicates to the adjutant of the right battalion 
the point of rest and the direction in which the line is to extend, 
and then takes post facing the regiment midway between the 
post of the colonel and the center of the regiment. Each of the 
other battalion adjutants precedes his battalion to the line and 
marks its point of rest. 

The battalions, arriving from the rear, each in line of close 
columns, are halted on the line successively from right to left 
in their proper order and places. Upon halting each major com- 
mands : 1. Right, 2. DRESS. The battalion adjutant assists in 
aligning the battalion and then takes his post. 

The band, arriving from the rear, takes its place in line when 
the right battalion has halted ; it ceases playing when the left 
battalion has halted. The special units take their places in the 
line when the battalions in rear of which they are to be posted 
have halted. 

The colonel and those who accompany him take post. 

When all parts of the line have been dressed, and officers and 
all others have reached their posts, the adjutant commands: 
1. Present, 2. ARMS. He then turns about and reports to the 
colonel : Sir, the regiment is formed; the colonel directs the 
adjutant: Take your post, Sir, and brings the regiment to the 
order. The adjutant takes his post, passing to the right of the 
colonel. 

To Dismiss the Regiment. 

296. Being in any formation: DISMISS YOUR BATTALIONS. 
Each major marches his battalion off and dismisses it. 
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RIFLE AND BAYONET. 

297. In spite of the addition of numerous auxiliary weapons 
to infantry units, the rifle is by far the most formidable weapon 
of the infantry soldier. Effective rifle fire is essential to vic- 
tory and is the element which most frequently determines the 
issue of battle. 

As opposed to automatic weapons, the rifle is primarily the 
infantry weapon for frontal fire and for use against distributed 
targets. 

298. Training in bayonet fighting has its chief value as a 
factor in the development of the offensive spirit. Every infan- 
tryman must be trained to such a point that he has full con- 
fidence in his ability personally to overcome his adversary in 
hand-to-hand combat. 

Training in rifle practice is conducted as prescribed in the 
Small Arms Firing Manual. Training in bayonet fighting is 
governed by the provisions of the Bayonet Training Manual. 

AUTOMATIC RIFLE. 

299. The automatic rifle is a rifle that fires infantry ammu- 
nition on the automatic principle and in which the recoil is sup- 
ported by the body of the firer. 

Its principal characteristics are as follows : 

(1) It can act only by means of fire. It can not therefore 
make an enemy give up an intrenched line. The power of driv- 
ing an enemy from trenches belongs preeminently to the bayonet 
and the grenade. 

(2) Rapid production of a large volume of concentrated fire. 
The greatest value is therefore obtained from its fire when it is 
delivered in a flanking direction. 

(3) Narrow front and shallow depth from which a large 
volume of fire can be delivered by a few men. 
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This characteristic enables the automatic rifle to meet an 
attack from any direction with little or no movement or expos- 
ure. A sudden attack from the flank can be dealt with at once. 
This indicates the usefulness of the automatic rifle on a flank, 
in a detached post, in a salient, or for engaging in an enveloping 
attack; it can carry out these missions without increasing its 
vulnerability to enfilade fire as would he the case with riflemen 
if a number of rifles sufficient to produce the same fire effect 
were employed for the same purpose. In this way, it also 
enables an infantry unit to meet an attack on its flank without 
change of formation. 

(4) Invulnerability. An automatic rifle in action offers a 
small target, is difficult to locate, and still more difficult to hit. 
While occupying the frontage of but 1 rifleman its material 
fire effect is about equivalent to that of from 5 to 15 riflemen. 
Invulnerability depends largely on invisibility. On the defen- 
sive, automatic rifles are therefore preferably placed outside of 
fire and communicating trenches and their firing position is 
frequently changed. 

(5) Mobility. Its mobility is the same as that of the rifleman 
and is superior to that of the machine gun. It is therefore pre- 
eminently the automatic weapon for use in the offensive by the 
assaulting waves. 

In certain very restricted cases fire can be delivered while 
advancing. Marching fire is. however, practicable only against 
a clearly defined line at ranges less than 200 yards. Such 
targets may be obtained in position warfare, but the use of 
marching fire in open operations will be unusual. Marching 
fire may sometimes be employed to advantage to cover a 
methodical advance through dense woods. 

(6) Its dispersion is less than that of an equal volume of 
rifle fire. Accuracy of range estimation is therefore of rela- 
tively. greater importance. 

Due to vibration and other causes the dispersion of the 
weapon when fired automatically is, however, greater than that 
of a single rifle. When used as a semiautomatic (single shot) 
weapon its dispersion is practically the same as that of the rifle. 
Except when an unusually favorable target offers and at critical 
periods of combat where a large volume of fire is required, semi- 
automatic action should be used. 
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- (7) Unsuitability for indirect or overhead fire. This class 

of fire is a function of the machine gun. 

300. In the offensive, automatic rifles should be used by 
covering detachments in the combats necessary to develop the 
enemy’s position in the earlier stages of the fight and by the 
assaulting units to gain fire superiority in the later stages. 
Patrols of more than three men should habitually include an 
automatic rifle. Outguards should always have an automatic 
rifle. These results can best be obtained by making the auto- 
rifleman a permanent member of each infantry squad. 

On the defensive, automatic rifles are used for flanking or 
covering the probable avenues of approach that can not be cov- 
ered by machine guns. In the main line of resistance they are 
used to supplement the fire of machine guns ; by reason of their 
superior mobility they are used in preference to machine guns 
in advance of the line of resistance of the outpost zone. 

MACHINE GUNS. 

301. The machine gun is a weapon that fires infantry am- 
munition on the automatic principle and in which the recoil is 
supported by some sort of fixed mount, and the direction of fire 
is capable of being clamped. 

The machine gun possesses all of the characteristics of the 
automatic rifle except mobility, and in addition that of a fixed 
mount and capacity for sustained fire for long-continued periods. 
The fixed mount eliminates errors in holding, permits of the con- 
centration of fire by close grouping, increases the safety of over- 
head fire and effect at long ranges, and permits of the accurate 
observation of fire effect. The machine gun is therefore espe- 
cially adapted to the purposes of long-range fire, where range 
estimation is uncertain and the strike of rifle bullets can seldom 
be observed. The fixed mount also increases the adaptability of 
the weapon for night firing as it enables the gun to be laid by 
day and used by night for commanding avenues of approach, 
sweeping parapets, and enfilading a definite line. The fixed 
rest decreases the dispersion, but requires a more accurate deter- 
mination of the range. 

By virtue of its capacity for sustained fire for long-continued 
periods, the machine gun is preeminently the automatic weapon 
for use in the defense, where the ammunition supply is practi- 
cally unlimited. 
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In respect to mobility, the machine gun is inferior to the auto- 
matic rifle. It can, however, go anywhere a man on foot can 
go though at a slightly slower rate, and can thus support in- 
fantry on any kind of terrain. Machine guns are therefore par- 
ticularly valuable as a mobile reserve to strengthen threatened 
points, fill gaps, and meet unexpected situations. 

The liability to accidental cessation of fire requires machine 
guns generally to operate in pairs. 

The noise and flash of discharge facilitate the location of the 
gun and draw hostile artillery fire. In defense, alternative posi- 
tions should therefore be selected. 

GRENADES. 

302. The grenade is a weapon used by the infantry soldier 
as a supplement to his primary weapon, the rifle and bayonet. 
Training in the use of grenades is to be regarded as supple- 
mentary and subsidiary to training in rifle practice. Men will 
not be especially designated nor exclusively employed as bomb- 
ers or rifle grenadiers. 

Hand Grenades. 

303. The characteristics of the hand grenade are : 

(1) Curved trajectory. This quality indicates its principal 
function as a weapon to kill the enemy sheltered behind cover 
or under ground or to force him into the open where he will 
become a target for the rifle and machine gun. 

(2) An effective rate under favorable conditions of 10 grenades 
per minute. This enable a few men to put down an almost im- 
passable barrage on dead ground. 

(3) A radius of action varying from 20 to 100 yards, depend- 
ing on the type of the grenade. The short range of the grenade 
prevents the use in open warfare of grenades having a large 
radius of action. 

(4) Relatively considerable weight of the projectile, limiting 
the number which can be carried by the soldier and thereby 
diminishing its value as an offensive weapon, except for opera- 
tions involving a slight advance. The difficulty of supply largely 
disappears in the defense. 

(5) Short range; an average effective range of from 30 to 
40 yards may be reckoned on. It is therefore of limited value 
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in the attack against machine guns and other open-warfare 
objectives ; in position warfare, where there is often dead ground 
at close range of the objective, it is useful in cleaning up 
trenches, assisting in the advance through the enemy’s trench 
system, and in village fighting. 

(6) Capability of application as an agency for creating a 
smoke screen. When so used, special types of grenades may 
be used to conceal troop movements by creating a frontal or 
flank screen. 

(7) Adaptability for use as a vehicle for lachrimatory or 
irritating gases which can be employed to render dugouts 
untenable. 

(8) Incendiary effect (special types). 

In general, the characteristics of the hand grenade indicate 
its use as a weapon for defense, for minor attacks and raids, 
and for cleaning up in the preliminary stages of an offensive in 
position warfare. 

Rifle Grenade. 

304. The powers and limitations of the rifle grenade are the 
same as those of the hand grenade except in respect to the 
following : 

(1) Range. The rifle grenade can be fired at ranges of from 
30 to 200 yards. It is thus capable of extending the radius of 
action of the hand grenade. Its increased range makes it of 
value in open warfare for combatting 'machine-gun nests and 
strong points and in covering the advance of assaulting troops. 
Due to the inferior limit of its range, it can not replace the hand 
grenade in hand-to-hand combat in trenches. 

(2) Adaptability to fire from a fixed rest. Due to this prop- 
erty, which enables the fire to be accurately registered, it is pre- 
eminently adapted for the purposes of harassing fire in position 
warfare on objectives such as sentry posts, exits of shelters, 
enemy assembly points for attack, junctions of communicating 
trenches. 

(3) Considerable weight, rendering supply difficult in offen- 
sive operations and requiring great economy in expenditure. 

Two types of rifle grenades are used: High explosive and 
phosphorous. 
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ONE-POUNDER GUN. 

305. The characteristics of the one-pounder gun are : 

(1) Its mobility and the small space required for its ammuni- 
tion, which allow it to follow the infantry in any phase of 
combat. 

(2) The ease with which it can be hidden behind a parapet or 
sunk into the soil. 

(3) Ability to deliver masked fire. 

(4) The great ease with which it is adjusted and regulated. 

(5) Its great accuracy, which allows it to make direct hits 
upon embrasures up to 1,200 meters and gives it a useful range 
of 1,500 meters. 

(6) The rapidity of its fire, which, during a short burst, may 
attain a rate of 20 rounds per minute. 

(7) Great visibility of flash of discharge, which permits its lo- 
cation to be easily determined, especially at night, unless proper 
measures are taken for concealing it. It is always advisable to 
prepare a number of masked positions which enable the gun to 
avoid registration by the hostile artillery. 

306. Its percussion, high-explosive shell is used against troops 
and materiel, its steel shell against armor. It has little effect 
against earth shelters. It is primarily designed to destroy by 
direct fire any machine gun which can be definitely located. For 
this purpose, it is the most efficient single weapon in the infantry 
regiment. It is also an effective antitank gun. 

LIGHT MORTAR. 

307. The principal characteristics of the light mortar are: 

(1) Limiting ranges of 100 and 1,800 yards. Its most effec- 
tive range is obtained when the piece is fired at an angle of 
45 degrees. The effective range of the mortar indicates its em- 
ployment in close support of the infantry. On the defensive in 
position warfare, its weakness when thus employed lies in the 
fact that the area in which it is emplaced, will be constantly 
subjected to a heavy artillery fire. By carefully noting the 
normal methods of fire employed by the enemy, it will, however, 
usually be found possible to avoid hostile fire effect and employ 
the mortars effectively. They should not, as a rule, be em- 
ployed close to the front line but should rather be distributed, 
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like the machine guns, over the whole battle area within their 
range so as to be able to fire to' the front and also against as 
many points as possible in our own positions. 

Due to their closer proximity to the infantry engaged in the 
same battle sector, the light mortars are often better able to 
adapt themselves to any momentary changes in the struggle 
and to take quicker advantage of favorable opportunities than 
the artillery posted at a great distance to the rear. In position 
warfare they are indispensable in the preparation and support 
of our own minor operations and for the repulse of hostile 
operations. 

(2) Considerable radius of action as compared with the one- 
pounder gun. Due to this quality, it is used in preference to 
the latter against targets such as concealed machine guns, which 
can not be definitely located. 

(3) Dispersion less than that of the field gun. It can there- 
fore engage targets which are too close to our own lines to be 
destroyed by artillery. 

(4) Curved trajectory. It is therefore adapted to fire against 
targets on reverse slopes or under cover. For this purpose it 
will often prove more effective than artillery. 

(5) Considerable weight of ammunition. This quality lessens 
its value in mobile operations and requires that great economy 
in the expenditure of ammunition be practiced during such 
operations and that the system of supply .be carefully organized. 

(6) Great rapidity of fire. This quality renders the light 
mortar particularly valuable for barrage and annihilating fire 
in position warfare where abundant ammunition is available. 
In mobile operations the rapidity of fire of the light mortar is 
to a great extent neutralized by the difficulty of ammunition 
supply. 

(7) Capability of being accurately registered on objectives 
within the enemy’s line. It is therefore adapted to the purposes 
of harassing fire in position warfare. 

The light mortar fires two types of shell, high explosive and 
phosphorous. 
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GENERAL 

308. These regulations deal with the principles of tactical 
employment of infantry units and of auxiliary arms and special 
units placed under the orders of infantry commanders for com- 
bat. In regard to the latter only so much is included as relates 
to the tactical dispositions which infantry commanders must 
make to coordinate the action of attached auxiliary arms and 
special units with that of the infantry. The detailed tactics 
of such arms and units are regulated by the manuals and regu- 
lations of the several arms and services. 

309. The engagement of numerically superior forces does 
not in itself insure victory. Discipline, leadership, skill in use 
of weapons and ground, and, above all, superior resolution are 
the conditions essential to success. 

310. Modern combat demands the highest order of training, 
discipline, leadership, and morale on the part of the infantry. 
Complicated maneuvers are impracticable ; efficient leadership 
and a determination to win by simple and direct methods must 
be depended upon for success. 

311. The duties of infantry are many and difficult. All in- 
fantry must be fit to cope with all conditions that may arise. 
Modern war requires but one kind of infantry — good infantry. 

312. The infantry must have the tenacity to hold every ad- 
vantage gained, the individual and collective discipline and skill 
needed to master the enemy’s fire, and the determination to 
close with the enemy in attack and to meet him with the bayonet 
in defense. Infantry must be trained to bear the heaviest bur- 
dens and losses, both of combat and march. Good infantry can 
defeat an enemy greatly superior in numbers but lacking in 
training, discipline, leadership, and morale. 

313. It is impossible to establish fixed forms or to give 
general instructions that wall cover all cases. Officers and non- 

93 




94 



COMBAT. 



commissioned officers must be so trained that they can apply 
suitable means and methods to each case as it arises. Study 
and practice are necessary to acquire proper facility in this 
respect. Theoretical instruction can not replace practical in- 
struction ; the former supplies correct ideas and gives to prac- 
tical work an interest, purpose, and definiteness not otherwise- 
obtainable. 

314. After the mechanism of extended-order drill has been 
learned with precision in the platoon every exercise should be, 
as far as practicable, in the nature of a maneuver (combat exer- 
cise) against an imaginary, outlined, or represented enemy. 

Platoon extended-order drill may be conducted without ref- 
erence to a tactical situation, but a combat exercise, whatever 
may be the size of the unit employed, should be conducted under 
an assumed tactical situation. 

315. An effective method of conducting a combat exercise 
is to outline the enemy with a few men equipped with flags. 
The umpire or inspector states the situation, and the com- 
mander leads his troops with due regard to the assumptions 
made. 

Changes in the situation, the results of reconnaissance, the 
character of artillery fire, etc., are made known to the com- 
mander when necessary by the umpire or inspector, who, in 
order to observe and influence the conduct of the exercise, 
remains in rear of the firing line. From this position he indi- 
cates, with the aid of prearranged signals, the character of the 
fire and movements of the hostile infantry. The signals are 
intended for the men outlining the enemy These men repeat 
the signals, all officers and men engaged in the exercise and in 
sight of the outlined enemy are thus informed of the enemy’s 
action, and the exercise is conducted accordingly. 

Assistant umpires, about one for each platoon in the first 
line, may assist in indicating hostile fire and movements and in 
observing the conduct of the exercise. 

An outlined enemy may be made to attack or defend. 

Situations should be simple and natural. During or after 
the exercise the umpire or inspector should call attention to any 
improper movements or incorrect methods of execution. He 
will prohibit all movements of troops or individuals that would 
be impossible if the enemy were real. The slow progress of 
events to be expected on the battle field can hardly be simulated, 
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but the umpire or inspector will prevent undue haste and will 
attempt to enforce a reasonably slow rate of progress. 

The same exercise should not be repeated over the same 
ground and under the same situation. Such repetitions lead to 
the adoption of a fixed mode of attack or defense and develop 
mere drillmasters. Fixed or prearranged systems are prohib- 
ited. 




